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PREFACE. 



Tttsseb's Poem upon Husbandry, which Southey 
has declared to be "in all respects one of the most 
curious books in our language, and formerly one of 
the most popular," has not of late years received the 
attention it deserves, either from '* Husbandmen," or 
fiom readers of English Poetry. One great reason 
for lliis neglect appears to be that copies of the older 
editions had become very scarce, while the later 
editions were so full of mistakes, that many passages 
were quite unintelligible, and so the Poem went out of 
favour as being too difficult for men in general to 
understand. The edition published by Dr. Mavor in 
1812, and that published in Southey's British Poets, 
in 1831, (which followed Dr. Mavor's Text,) were 
both of them too large and too expensive for general 
readers, nor was the text so perfect as it might have 
been. 

The following selection has been made with the 
desire of placing Tusser's works within the reach of 
those, who by education and employment are likely 
to read them with the greatest interest. With] this 
view the size of the book has been reduced by about 
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(iiie third part, ^yet in such a way as to preserve its 
original formj by leaving out those parts which 
either through change of circumstances, difficulties 
of language, or other causes, seemed to be least 
suited for general reading. Of course the Antiquary 
will have been acquainted with, and will always 
prefer the entire work; but the present selection 
may serve to give a pleasing homely picture of 
English countiy habits and ways of life, nearly 300 
years ago. 

Some perhaps of the precepts here given for the 
management of the farm, are not quite in accord- 
ance with the advanced state of modern science : but 
there need not be any fear of their misleading men 
now ; while many advantages may ensue from tracing 
the changes of system which have taken place from 
that day to this. Of Tusser's general principles every 
tru'^^heaited Englishman will approve, and we will 
hope that the old, honest, straightforward and re-, 
ligious spirit which shines forth in this book, may 
still remain the characteristic feature of the British 
'' Husbandman." 



D^, 11, 1847. 



H. M. W. 
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THE 

LIFE OF THOMAS TUSSER. 



Thomas Tusseb, the fourth son of William Turssar 
or Tupser, gentleman, was bom according to the old- 
est authorities in the year 1523, at Rivenhall, near 
Witham, in Essex. He was sent at an early age to 
be a chorister in the Collegiate Chapel at Wallingr 
ford : afterwards he spent some time in the choir of 
St. Paurs, and from thence went to Eton. He did 
not obtain a Fellowship at King's College, Cam. 
bridge, and therefore entered at Trinity Hall. Here 
a long illness broke off his studies, and upon his 
recovery he entered the service of Lord William 
Paget, with whom he remained at court ten years. 
When he left court, he married and turned farmer, 
and settled at Catwade in the parish of Brantham, 
Suffolk, where he first " devised " his " Points of 
Good Husbandry ;" and published them in February 
in the year 1557, or, as we now count, 1558 •. He 
left his farm on account of the ill health of his wife, 
and after her death married again and settled in 

* At that time the civil jear wis reckoned to begin on March S5, instead 
of January 1, as is the eostom now. 
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THE LIFE OF THOMAS TTTSSSS. 

Norfolk. He did not succeed as a fanner : perhaps 
though the education he had received at Eton and 
Camhridge had fitted him so well to ohserve and to 
describe in Terse, 'Hie Points of Husbandry, yet his 
life at court afterwards had not fostered those powers 
and habits of steady attention to matters of every- 
day life, without which a farmer cannot thrive. 

After living at West Dereham as a farmer, then 
at Norwich, probably as a singing man in the Cathe- 
dral, then at Fairstead in Essex as a farmer again, he 
went to London. Being driven from London by the 
plague, which raged there in 1574 and 1575, he 
found refuge in Cambridge for a time, but again re- 
turned to liondon, where he died, and was 1)uried in 
St. Mildred's church in the Poultry. This church 
was destroyed in the Fire of London, but Stow (who 
lived before that time) mentions among other monu- 
ments in it, one of "Thomas Tusser, 1580. With 
this epitaph :" 

" HERE THOMAS TUSSER, CLAD IN EARTH, DOTH LIB, 
THAT SOMETIME MADE THE POINTS OP HUSBANDRY, 
BY HIM THEN LEARN THOU MAY'ST, HERE LEARN WE MUST, 
• WHEN ALL IS DONE, WE SLEEP, AND TURN TO DUST : 

AND YET, THROUGH CHRISTj TO HEAVEN WE HOPE TO OO, 
WHO BEADS HIS BOOKS, 9HALL FIND HIS FAITH WAS SO.'* 
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GLOSSARY 



OBSOLETE, PROVINCIAL, AND UNCOMMON WORDS OCCVR- 
RING IN THIS SELECTION FROM TUSSEB. 



jfequHe, T. 3. To repay, make return for expense, &c. 

Jddlet V. 83. To grow, to thrive. F. 

^n, Ere an, 25, 37, 102. Ere that, before that 

Arrayed, 80. Arranged, disposed. 

Atrvp, 47. The one of the three Fates, who was supposed to cut 

off the thread of man's life. 
Au* 96. August. 

Aviae avous, 95. Avisez-vous. Fr. Pay attention ; t&e care. 
Aumbry, n. II. 9. A cupboard. 
Avouch, T. 9. To affirm, to avow, to own. 
Awk, a. 114. (*'Auke or left hand." Holland's Plutorch.) 

{Auke, Sinister. P. P.) Odd, out of order. T. J. Inverted 

or confused, of ringing bells. F. 

B. 

^ay«, n. II.-14. Barkings; scoldings? 
Balk,*ln. A ridge of land left unploughed. F. 
Ban," v. 27. To curse. 

Bandog, n. 10. IL 27. A band-dog. A dog always kept 
tied up. N. 



b 
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OLOSSABY. 

Bartht n. 39, 55, A shelter for cattle, &c. F. A sheltered 

place. 
J?at-tff,n. 106. A light loose fagot. F. 
Beathf v. 43. To warm in fire so as to harden. T. J. 
Seek, Bexy n. 67. Beak, Beaks. 

Been, n. 85. (Old plural form, as oxen, chicken, &c.) Bees. W. 
Beetle^ n. 39. A heavy mallet N. IJsed for driving stakes, 

wedges, &c. 
Belivet 60. Bilive, Immediately ; presently. N. 
Bidet V. To ahide, to wait for. 
BigyH.ll, 25. The hreast, the nipple. (In German, Biez: and 

hiezen, to suck.) Comp. Flemish, Big, A sucking pig. 
Blenge, v. II. 3. (To start, or fly off: to flinch. N.) To check, 

to stop. 

Blench. To hinder, to ohstruct. T. J. '* Blenching or 
quenching: the fire." P. P. 
Blendf v. II. 2. (To mix : to confound. N.) To dazzle, to annoy ? 
Blythe, n. 105. Cheering liquor. 
Boodle, n. 84. (Buddie. F.) Corn marigold. Chrysanthemum 

segetum. 
Both, 8i Tone- of them both : one of the two. (So, either of 

both. One of the two. F.) 
Boufdeaten, 33. Eaten hy weovila. F. 
Brake, n. 27, 102. A large kind of fern. Pteris aquilina. F. 
Brank, n.«d2. Buckwheat. F. 
Brave, II. 26. Finely dressed. N. Fine. 
Bravery, n. II. 44. Finery. N. 
Buck, n. 33, 94. Buckwheat N. 
* Bur, n. The hurdock. Arctium Lappa. 
Bushets, n. 68. A little wood. A field covered with scattered 

bushes ? 



Caiow, n. 105. A Jackdaw. F. 

Camp, v. 45. To play the game so called ; which was like foot* 

ball, but any means, to get the ball, and to aarry it to the 

goal used to be reckoned allowable. 
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OIiOSSABT. 

Camper J n. 45. One who plays this game. 

Camtf T. II. 27. To save, to store up? {Ctmt, n. A niche, fr. 
Kant, a corner, in Dutch. N.) Or, To set on edge, as a bar- 
rel, in order to jet all the liquor run out ; and so, to use up 
clean. 

Carl or Karl, n. 20, 93. The hemp which bears seed. 

Carlj n. II. 44. A strong man: great man. 

Carren, n. 27. Carrion. 

Cater, n. 9. A caterer: one who purchases and provides foo<l. 

Champion, n. 3. Champaign. Open country. 

Champion, 106. Living in, or belonging to the open country. 

Chinks, n. 107. Money. 

Chop, T. 137. To purchase generally by way of truck: to give 
one thing for another. T. J. 

Clap, n. A sudden stroke or blow. 18. At a clap. All at once. 

Climber, v. 67. To climb up. 

Cock, V. II. 25. Equiv. to Cocker. To indulge too much : to 
spoil by over-indulgence. 

Cockney, n. II. 25. A child spoilt by over-indulgence. 

Codware, n. 32. All plants that bear cods, or pods; peas, 
beans. 

Coffer, V. 14. To treasure up in chests. 

Cot7, n. 1. Bustle; stir, hurry, confusion. T.J. 

Compas, n. 35, 39. Compost, manure. 

Compas, V. 107. To lay on compost 

Coney, n. 32. A rabbit 

Coney, n. 19, 41. A term of endearment, as Duck, &c. 

Corps, n. 89. A body. T. J. 

Corsie, (A corruption of corrosive. N.) A fretting evil. Comp. 
Flemish, Koorts. A fever. 

Cow-meat, n. 77. Food for cows. 

Coxcomb, The cap of the licensed fool had often on the top a 

' cock's head and comb and some of the feathers. N. There- 
fore, 13, He ** strives for a coxcomb,'* who will only mioceed 
in proving his own folly. 

Craker, a. 93. A boaster. N. 

Creak^n, 76. II. 11. (Used of cry of birds. T. J.) A cry, a 
scream. 

Creek, n. 71. A servant? Mavcw aAd Halliwelt 
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GLOSSARY. 

Cronet n. 16, 108. An ewe sheep which has had one lamb or 

more and lost her teeth. M. 
Crone, v. 100. To pick out the crones from the flock. 
Crotch, n. 45, 1 09. The meeting of two arms of a tree. F. A 

forked stick. 84. A hook or fork. T. J. 
Cumbersomej 9. Troublesome, vexatious. T. J. 
Cunt, 36. Ill-tempered : given to scolding and mischief. N. 



D. 

Dallop, n. 93, 95, 104. A tuft or clump. T. J. 

Dank, 40. Damp, humid, moist, wet T. J. 

Darnel, n. 115. A kind of rye-grass. Lolium temulentum. 

Day, V. 113. To put off from day to day. 

Delay, v. 115. To allay; to soften; to temper. T. J. 

Delve, 38, 64. To dig ; to open the ground with a spade. T. J. 

Denaid, 12. Denied. 

Depart with. 14. To part with; to give up. 

Die, n. 60. The stamp used in coinage. T. J. Js close as a die. 

As close as the die fits upon the coin within it 
Dight,4f5, 102. Decked: dressed: put in order. 
Dole, 54, 78, 101. A share or lot in anything distributed. N. 
Douse, u. 8. A cuff, a blow. M. 

Dowst, or douce. A stroke, a blow on the face. T. J, 
Drivel, II. 13. A continual waster. 
Droy, II. 14. Droit or droyl. A drudge. N. 



E. 

Edder, n. 54. 59. Such fencewood as is commonly put on the 
top of fences, T. J. To edder, is to bind the top of the stakes 
with some small long poles on each side. Mortimer in T. J. 

Eddish, n. Aftermath. F. In other parts of England; The 
ground on which wheat or other com has grown in the pie- 
ceding year. T. J. 

Embrings, 16. The Ember days. 
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Elves, n. 39. (Elf, A fairy. A dwarf or little person. T. J.) 

Little calves. 
Etch, n. 26, 63. The same as eddish. 



F. 

Fay, II. 11. Faith. N. 

Fet, V. 86. To fetch. 

Fie, f ye or /ey, 92. To cleanse out a diteh, pond, or any other 
receptacle of mud and filth. F. 

Fier, II. 19. Fire. 

Filbelly, n. 110. II. 25. Food, victuals. 

Filch, V. 81. II. 12. To steal, usually of petty thefts. T. J. 

Fimble, 95. The light Summer hemp, that bears no seed. Mor- 
timer in T. J. 

Fitches, n. 45, 84, 91. Vetches. 

Fitly, IL 25. Proper, suitable. 

fizgig' A name for a maid-servant. From Fisk, v. To run up 
and down. 

Flea, V. II. 41. To flay. To strip, to make bare, to ruin. 

Foison, n. 8, 58. Plenty, particularly of harvest N. 

FoUty, 33. Fusty. 

Foistiness. Fustiness. 

For, 72. In prevention of, for fear ot T. J. 

Fro, 95. From. 



Gage, ▼. II. 27. To pledge, or put in pledge. N. To pawn. 

Garqon, Boy. 

Getttil, n. 89. A maggot, a grub. 

Gin, n. 10. II. 39. Trick, artifice, contrivance. 

Goeler. Yellower. T.J. 

Gof, n. 98. Gotufi a rick of corn in the straw laid up in a 

bam, F. 
Gove, V. 98, 108. Goavef to stow corn in a bam. F. 
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Grass'heef, 16, 37. Beef pf an oy. fatted upon grass. 

Great, n. 97, 103. The whole, the gross, the whole iu a 

lump. T. J. 
Groat, n. B6, 62. A piece of money worth four-pence. 
Grossum caput, II. 28. A blockhead. 
Grutch, V. 104. Grudge. F. 
Guise, n. II. 22. Practice, custom. 
Gumtone, n. 10. A ball of stone, used in heavy artillery before 

the introduction of iron shot. N. 

H. 

Haherdeen, n. 44, 100. (Haberdine. That kind of cod which is 

usually salted. N.) Aberdeen haddock ? 
Hale, V. 67. To drag by force. To draw out. 
Hale, n. 21. Sound, uninjured. T. J. 
Handsome, 83. Ready to hand, gainly, convenient 
Harvest- lord, n. 103. The principal reaper, who always goes 

first He is, or at any rate was a few years ago, always 

dignified with the title of My Lord. F. 
Hastings. Peas that come early. T. J. 
Heat, II. 10. Heated. N. 
HighL Called. N. 
Hilback, II. 25. Clothes; that which hills, i e. covers the 

back. 
Sir ffobbard de Hoy, 111. A Hobidehoy. A lad approaching t» 

manhood. 
Hone, n. 70, 7S. (A whetstone. T. J.) An instrument to raise 

the root 
Hull, n. 29. The same as Hiilver. In the first edition of 

Tusser there was the following line ; in December, 
** Get ivy and hull, woman, deck up thipe house." 
Hulver, n. 79. Holly. F. 
Hutch, n. 12. A chest; a cofier^ 

I and J. 

Jack, n. II. 17. A cup of waxed leather. T. J^ 

Jaunt, V. I|. 20. To seod out oo » jaunt, rAoable, or excurtion. 
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GLOSSASY. 

Jetty, If. II. 1. To buttle about 

Inv,*y. if5. To house corn. N. 

Job, V. 67. To drive in a sharp instrument T. J. 

Juster, 83. More even and smooth. 

Justly, 47. Exactly, accurately. T. J. 



K. 



Karl See Carl. 

Kelt, n. 109. A kiln. 

Kefl'dried, 109. Kiln-dried. 

Kett, V. 15. To cast N. 

Knack, n. II. 18. A toy, a pretty trifle. N. 

Knacker, n. 110. A saddle and harness maker. F. 

Knap, V. 17. To strike; to rap. 



L. 

Lackey, II. 20. An attending servant, a foot-boy. T. J. 

Largess, n. 103. A gift to reapers in harvest. F. 

Lash out, V. 6. To break out ; to be extravagant T. J. 

Lashingly, 5. Extravagantly. 

Lay, V. 1 , 6. To intend ; to lay out ; to lay a plan. F. 

Lay, Ley, Lay land,56, 68. Fallow land which lies untilled. T..J. 

Layer, n. 62. Soil. Climate as far as it depends on soil and 

situation. 
Lease, Leaze, 66, 6%. Same as lay. Or grassy ground ; meadow. 
Leavens, n. II. 22. A mass of dough with the yeast in it ? 
Ledge, V. 84. To be beaten down, of corn or grass. 
Leese, v. 108. To lose. N. 
Leet, n. II. 19. A manor court, or private jurisdiction for petty 

offences. N. 
Let, n. 37. A hindrance. N. 
Let, V. 42. To hinder. 
Lever, 81. Liefer, rather. N. 
Lightly, 22. Commonly, usually. N. EaaSy. 
Ling, n. 4P» 106. A kind of sea flsh. T. J. jDried codfislu 
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GLOSSARY. 

Lilherly, II. 16. Same as Lither, Soft, pliable, jielding. Idle. N. 

Low, 45. Not advanced ; of Spring, the season. Or, not grown 
up, of spring, the young grass. 

Lubber, 104. An idle, fat, bulky losel. T. J. 

Lurch, V. II. 21. To lie in wait ; to steal privily. 

Lurched, 43. Robbed of their food ; by the others being before- 
hand with them. 



M. 

Maruh, n. 8. A bog ; a fen ; a swamp ; a marsh. T. J. 

Marrow, n. 107. II. 22. An equal, mate, or companion. N. 

Martilmas, Martinmas. St Martin's day. 

Matt, n. 24. The fruit of the oak and beech. T. J. 

Mattins, n. Morning worship. T. J. II. 9. All in to mattins. 
When the church bell (in some places called the Tanky) is 
ringing fast, just before it stops, and the service begins. 

Mouther, n. 23. A girl. F. 

Meat, ▼. 113. To supply cattle with meat, i. e. food. 

MetUn, n. 68. Mixed grain : particularly rye and wheat 

Micher, n. 9, 23. A truant; one who acts by stealth. N. 
A lurking thief. 

Mickle, II. 1. Great N. 

M'ier, 65, Mire. 

Misdeem, v. 50. To judge ill of. T. J. 

Mittle, n. 53. The mistletoe. 

Mo, IS, 109. More. 

Moil, V. 1. To toil and labour. N. 

Mome, n. 100. A blockhead, sometimes a buf&on. N. 

Moreover than that, 90. Besides ; over and above that F. 

Mouse, V. 69. To catch and eat, as a cat does mice. 

Mow, n. 95. A rick of com, straw, haulm, &c. 

MuUey, 108. A name for a cow. 



N. 

Naughtly, 7. In a bad way. 

Naughty, naught, 92. II. 43. Good for nothing or worthless. 



I: 
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Neatt n. 52. Homed cattle of the ox species. N. 

Netty, II. 1. Neat; natty. 

Noddy, 27. IL 30. A simpleton ; an idiot T. J. 

Noy, w. To annoy ; to hurt ; to damage. 

Noyer, n. 17. One who annoys. 

Nurt, Y. 39. To nurture, cherish. 

O. 

Qffeorn, n. II. 18. The refuse of com. 



Patque, or Pasch, 72. Easter. 

Pats, V. 68. II. 23, 31. To care for or regard. N. 

Patty, n. II. 24. A pie of crust raised without a dish. T. J. 

Patch, n. 82. A paltry fellow. T. J. 

Peatebolt, n. 27, S3. Pease-straw. 

Peaton, 104. Peas. Old plural form. 

Peel, y. To strip ; to make hald. N. Pili, or peel, to roh '^ to 

thieve. R. 31. To rob land by over cropping, so that the 

next crop cannot grow well. 
Peeler, Sir Peeler, 31, 62. A crop, which peels the ground. 
Pelf, n. Money, wealth. 94. Store of tools, &c. 
Petter, v. 91. To be in the way ; to encumber. 
Plomgh-ttaf, n. 38. A stick to clean the plough ? 
Poke, n. 22. A bag ; as pudding-poke, flour-poke. F. To bu^ 

a pig in a poke therefore means to make a bargain withou 

seeing what one is bargaining for. 
Pollard, n. 31. A kind of wheat. 
PoUenger, n. 69. A pollard-tree. F. 
Pottle, n. 37. The measure of two quarts. 
Pouch, n. 9, 11 4. A small bag or pocket. T. J. 
Pouch, V. 62. To pocket. T. J. 
Prett, 100. Ready ; used as presently. F. 
Prick, ▼. II. 26. To dress one's self for show. T. J. 
Prime, n. 18, 61, 71. The time of the new moon, as change \i 

the time of the full moon. 
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Privy, or prim, 21. Privet; a abrub. 
Fullen, n. Poultry, N. 

a 

Quail, r. 21. II. 24. To faint, N. To grow weak, to tremVle. 
(To curdle. Milk by curdling becomes in patt tough and 
inert, and in part weak, watery, and vapid. Hence tbe iiea 
of weakness and failure. F.) 

Quite, V. 19, 58. To requite ; to repay. 



Hedge, n. 28. A ridge ; ploughed land. 

Relent, v. 44. To soften ; to grow less hard; to give, as sw«et* 

raeatfl. T. J. So when it begins to thaw, the country phrase 

is, " l\ forgives " 
Regpe, respis, 20, 53. Risps. The fruit bearing steiM of 

raspberries. F. 
Retchelett, retchles8, 10. Careless; negligent; properly, reck* 
• less, N. 

Ringle, n. A little ring. F. 
Ringle, v. 24, 56. To use or apply it: as to the saonts of 

swine. F. 
Ripe, V. 67. To ripen. N. 
Roister, n. II. 30. A rioter ; a blnsterer. 

Roisting. Bullying; defying. N. 
Rowen, n. 99, 105. Afrergrass. Rowings. F. 
Ruly, 94. Sadly; poorly ; ruefully? 
Runcival, 58, 64. Rouncival pease were the large sort, now 

called marrow -fats. N. 



S. 

Saverly, 5. Frugally ; in a frugal way. 

Sealmble, v. 83. To scramble. N. To throw out to be scrambM 
for. 
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GLOSSAUT. 

Scotch, V. 54. To 8oore, or cut in a slight manner. N. 
Scrupleness,iL ^9. Scnipulousness. (At childness for childiiihi- 

ness. Shakspeare.) 
SeU, Seldom* N. 
Seeltf, Happy. N. 80, 108. Rather the same word as 

Sill^, Lean ; meagre ; weak from sickness ) poor. Jamier 
son. 
Seggon, II. 16. A weak infirm man. Ang. $axon« Seoc. 

Sick i weak. Flem. Zwak. Weak. 
Servihare, n. 31. Servitor ; attendant ; waiting serrant 
SkaU, V. When hfi shtfU, 42. When he ought { whc« it is his 

duty. 
Shent, 108. Scolded; rated. 

Shend, v. To reproach or scold. N. 
Shred pies, 50. Mince pies. 

Slabber, v. 80. To shed ; to spill. T. J. To slop over often. 
Slwersi n. 42. Pieces of split wood. <A slice of flesh. F.) , 
Slut, II. 20, 23. A dirty woman. T. J. The kitchen drudge. 
Smack, n. 105. A tsste. N. 
Snttdge, n. A miser. T. J. 

Snudge, v. J 12. To store up safely ; to put away snugly. 
Soller, n. 49, 102, 109. A loft; an upper room. (Nov cpnr 

flncd to a helfry. F.) 
So»$,xi, A jumhle or mixed mess of food. F. A puddle; any- 
thing foul and muddy. B. 
Sott. 80. Made foul and muddy^ 
Swiet n. 52. Pigs* feet and ears pickled. F. 
Soutage, 109. That in which things are sewn up. Sacking. 
SpMT, 0. 54. A small beam ; a bar of a gate. T. J. 
Spill, V. 41. SpoiL (3.) To corrupt; to mar; to mak« useless. 

(This is properly spill ; spillan, Sax.) T. J. 
SpUt, 41* Made useless; spoiled. 
*iP"*»^, n. 49. Youngplants of Whitethorn, F. Young shoots 

of imderwood. 
Spring, V. 78. To produce quickly or unexpectedly. T. J. 
Spurling, n. 16. Sparling, The smelt of the Thames. B. 
Spurn, V. 98. To knock out, trample out. 
Siaddte, n, 77^ 79. A young growing tree left in a wood after 

cutting. 
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GLOSSARY. 

StaddUf V. 79. To leave the staddles in the wood. 

Stand on, v. 12, 17. To stand a person on, is to be incumbent 

upon him. W. To be one's duty. 
Steely, 31. Hard; like steel ? Or rather, spending itself all in 

straw. (Fleni. Steel. A stale, a stalk, a straw.) 
Sterve, v. 3, 84. To starve. 
Stinted, II. 29. Fixed, settled, appointed. 

St^nt, n. An allotted portion, a day's work. M. 
Stover, n. 36. Winter food for cattle. F. 
Strike, v. 23. A mode of ploughing, in which the earth having 

been previously turned, is turned back again. Now, to strike 

or back strike. M. 
Stroke, V. 22. To bear a stroke. To bear sway, to have force 

or influence. 
Stroy, V. 58, 63. (Stry. To destroy, to waste. F.) 
Stroyall, n. 10. Equiv. to Stry good. A wasteful person. F. 
Stub, n. 68. A thick short stock left when the rest is cut 

off T. J. The wood where the trees or underwood have 

been cut down. Some woods in the Midland counties are 

always spoken of as £ — Stubs. 
Stub, V. 60. To dig up the stumps by the roots. 
Study n. 5i. A post, a stake, a prop. T. J. 
Substantially, 6. Truly ; solidly ; with good purpose. T. J. 
SUer, 9, 47. Sure. 

Suit, n. 29. A set. Things of the same kind form a suit 
Swatch, n. 104. (A Swathe. T. J.) (A pattern, a sample, a 

tally. B. ) Perhaps a bundle ; as much as may be fastened 

together by a band. Flem. Zwagtel, a band. 
Swathe, n. 94. A row of grass mowed down. N. Flem. Zwad. 
^iiffn^«,v. 88,96. (To singe. N.) (To whip. T.J.) Rather the 

same as 

Swingle, To cut off the heads of weeds without rooting up 
the plants. F. 



T. 

Tack, n. \b, 33. {To hold tack. To last; to hold out T.J.) 
Hold, confidence, reliance. W. 
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OLOSSABY. 

Tall-woody n. 91, 108. Long posts &c. as opposed to billets, or 

short logs. 
Tally f II. 13. A stick notched or cut in conformity to another 

stick, and used to keep accounts by. T. J. Hence the 

account, or score itself : the reckoning. 
Topple, V. 13. To topple; to fall over; to tumble down. 
Ted, V. 93. " Haymakers following the mowers, and casting it 

abroad, they call tedding." Mortimer in T. J. 
Tethered or Teddered, 25. Fastened up by a rope. 
Thack, n. 91. Thatch. Any material for thatching. 
Thacker, n. A thatcher. F. 
The rone, the father. The one, the other. F. 
ThSe, V. 8. II. 10. To thrive ; to prosper. T. J. 
Thresher, n. II. 19. A thing to beat off dust with: a duster. 
Thry-f allow, v. 9. To give the third ploughing in Summer. T.J. 
Tilture, n. 71. Husbandry, tillage. 

^. 1 n. 81. Perhaps, The bindweed. Convolvulus. From 
i*"f' Vbeing like twine or a tether, (Tether-devil The 
Utters, j ^^^y nightshade. W.) 

Toad with an R, 114. Probably referring to a proverb, quoted 
by Brockett " Ower mony maisters, ower mony maisters I 
as the toad said when under the harrow." So to have A Toad 
with an R, will be to ** get more kicks than halfpence." 

Toot, V. II. 26. To search, to seek, to peep or pry. R. 

Touch, n. 1, 6. A test or proof. A pledge or contract bargained 
or confirmed (perhaps) by touch of hand. R. 

Treen, 3, 17. Wooden; made of the matter of a tree. N. 

TrieJc, 21. Neat, smart 

Trick, v. II. 26. To dress; to decorate, to adorn ; properly to 
knot T. J. 

Trieksey, II. 6. Neat, adroit, elegant N. Trieksey to see to, 
pretty to look at ; good-looking. 

Trim, II. 36. Neat elegant N. 

Trinkets, n. 91. Things of no great value; tackle ; tools. T. J. 

Trull, n. 63. A girl, a lass, a wench. T. J. 

Tumbrel, n. 23, 90. A dung cart T. J. 

Tum-broche, IT. 14. A turnspit. N. Before smoke-jacks, &c. 
were invented, the spit was kept turning by hand. 

Twy-fallow. To give the second summer ploughing. 
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C^LOSSART. 



U. V. 



Vat, or fat i n. 109. A large tub. Properly that into which the 
grape juice or apple juice was collected when it was pressed 
out from the fruit. 

Usher, A door keeper. One who admits and introduces 
strangers. R. 



W. 

Wadimg, 56, 62. Wattling. 

Wattle, V. To form by platting twigs one within another. T. J. 

Wafer, II. 23. Athin cake. T. J. 

Wag, II. 20. (One who plays merry tricks. R.) A drudge ? 

Waine,. v. 80. To wean ? or, To win ? 

Wean. To entice, allure, disengage from any former pur- 
suit or enjoyment R. 
Wand, V. 55. To make a wall or partition of wands ar rods. 
Warely, 25. Warily, cautiously. T. J. 
Weel, n. 66. A twiggen snare or trap for fish. T. J. The 

basket work traps set for eels at the mills &c. on the Isist are 

called grig-weels. 
Wennel, n. 36, 43, 86. A weaned calf. F. WeaneL T. J. 
Wex, V. 67. To wax, grow, or increase. N. 
Whip'Stock, n. 38. The handle of a whip, the whip itsell T. J. 
Wkitemeat, n. 77. Food made of milk. T. J. 
Wight, n. 3. A person male or female. N. 
Wood OT wode, 17. Mad; furious; raging. T.J. 
Woodsere, 83, 91. The time when there is no sap in the tree. 

T. J. Rather, Autumn, when the leaves are still on the 

trees but dry and withered. Sear, Autumn, the time of the 

drying and withering of leaves. B. 
Wraul, V. II. 25. (WrawL To cry as a cat. N.) To cry as a 

baby. 



d by Google 



CONTRACTIONS USED IN THIS GLOSSARY. 

n. — Noun. 

v. — Verb. 

B. — Brockett's Grlossary of North Country words. New- 
castle, 1829. 

F.— Forby's Vocabulary of East Anglia. London, 1830. 

M.— Moore's Suffolk words. Loudon, 1823. 

N. — Nares's Glossary. London, 1822. 

P. P Promptuarium Parvulorum. London, 1516. 

R. — Richardson's Dictionary. London, 1836. 

T. J. — Todd's Johnson's Dictionary. London, 1820. 

W. — Wilbraham's Glossary of Cheshire words. London, 
1818. 

The numbers after the words denote the page in which each 
word occurs. 



The text of this edition has been corrected by the editions 
of 1580 and 1590, now in the Bodleian Library. But the 
spelling has generally been reduced to the modem standard, 
except where the rhyme or the verse required the old manner. 
The stops have also been brought into general accordance with 
the modern usage. The grammar has not been altered, but 
where the two editions of 1580 and 1590 varied, the reading 
which differs least from the common rules of grammar has 
been adopted. 
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SOME OF 

THE FIVE HUNDRED POINTS OF GOOD 
HUSBANDRY. 

Bt THOMAS TUSSER, Gentleman. 



^ AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF 
HUSBANDRY. 

Good husbandmen must moil and toil. 

To lay to live by laboured field : 
Their wives, at home, must keep such coil, 
As their like acts may profit yield. 
For well they know, 
As shaft from bow. 
Or chalk from snow, 
A good round rent their lords they give, 
And must keep touch in all their pay ; 
With credit crackt, else for to live. 
Or trust to legs, and run away. 

Though fence, well kept, is one good point, 

And tilth well done, in season due ; 
Yet needing salve, in time t'anoint. 
Is all in all, and needful true : 
As for the rest. 
Thus think I best. 
As friend doth guest, 

FAST I. B 
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A FBEFACE TO THE BUYEB OF THIS BOOK. 

With hand in hand to lead thee forth 
To Gebes camp, there to behold 

A thousand things, as richly worth, 
As any peod is worthy gold. 



A PREFACE TO THE BUYER OF THIS BOOK. 

What lookest thou h er ei n to have? 

Fine verses thy fancy to please ? 
Of many my betters that crave : 

Look nothing but rudeness in these. 

What other thing looketft thou then I 

Grave sentences many to find ? 
Such, poets have, twenty and ten. 

Yea thousands, contenting thy mind. 

What look ye, I pray you shew what ? 

Terms painted with rhetoric fine ? 
Good husbandry seeketh not that. 

Nor is't any meaning of mine. 

What lookest thou ? Speak at the last : 
Good lessons for thee and thy wife ? 

Then keep them in memory fast. 
To help as a comfort to life. 

What look ye fbr more in my book? 

Points needful and meet to be known ? 
Then daily be siier to look. 

To save to be siier thine own. 
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THE tJOMMODITnSS OF HUSBANDRY. 

hJES bcmse hare to £11 her. 

Let land have to till her. 
■No dweflew,— what proifttetii hotiae for to atartd? 
What g(x>dne0B, unoccupied, hringeth the huid ? 

No labour^ no bread. 

No host, we be dead. 
No husbaodrjr used, how Boon ahall we afterve ? ^ 
Hoitse-lLeeFiD^ negkcted, what comfort to serve ? 

HI £kther, no gift. 

No knowledge, no thrift. 
The fa&er an untfarifit, what hope to the son ? 
The ruler unskilful, how quickly undone ? 

As true as thy faith. 

This riddle thus saith. 
I seem but a drudge, yet I pass any king. 
To such as can use me, great wealth i do bring. 
Since Abaic first lived, I never did die ; 
When Nos was a shipman, there also was I. 
The earth to sustain me, the sea for my fish. 
Be ready to pleasure me, as I wotfld wish. 
What hath any life, but I help to preserve ^ 
What wi^t without me, but is ready to sterve ? 
In woodland, in dhampion, city, or town, 
If long I be absent, what falleth not down ? 
If long I be present, what goodness can want, 
Though thingfli, at my coming, were never so scant ? 
So many as love me^ and use me aright. 
With treasure and pleasure I richly acquite. 
Great kings I do succour, else wrong it would go. 
The King of all kings hath appointed it so. 
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[ THB BSSCBIPIION OF HV8BANOBT. 

f THE DESCRIPTION OF HUSBANDRY. 

Of husband, doth husbandry challenge that name. 
Of husbandry, husband doth likewise the same : 
Where huswife and huswifery joineth with these, 
There, wealth in abundance is gotten with ease. 

The name of a husband, what is it to say ? 
Of wife and the household, the band and the stay : 
Some husbandly thriveth that never had wife. 
Yet scarce a good husband in goodness of life. 

The husband is he, that to labour doth fall. 
The labour of him I do husbandry call : 
If thrift, by that labour, be any way caught. 
Then is it good husbandry, else it is naught. 

So household and householdry I do define, 
For folk and the goods, that in house be of thine : 
House-keeping to them, as a refuge is set. 
Which like as it is, so report it doth get. 

Be house or the furniture never so rude, 
Of husband and husbandry, thus I conclude, 
That huswife and huswifery, if it be good. 
Must pleasure together, as cousins in blood. 

t THE LADDER TO THRIFT. 

To take thy calling thankfully. 
And shun the path to beggary. 
To grudge in youth no drudgery, 
To come by knowledge perfectly. 



d by Google 



THE LADDEB TO THBIFT. 

To count no travail slavery. 
That brings in penny saverly. 
To follow profit earnestly. 
But meddle not with pilfery. 
To get by honest practisy, 
And keep thy gettings covertly. 
To lash not out too lashingly, 
For fear of pinching penury. 
To get good plot, to occupy. 
And store and use it husbandly. 
To shew to landlord courtesy. 
And keep thy covenants orderly. 
To hold that thine is lawfully. 
For stoutness, or for flattery. 
To wed good wife for company. 
And live in wedlock honestly. 
To furnish house with householdry, 
And make provision skilfully. 
To join to wife good family, 
And none to keep for bravery. 
To suffer none live idely. 
For fear of idle knavery. 
To courage wife in huswifery. 
And use well-doers gentily. 
To keep no more but needfully, 
And count excess unsavoury. 
To raise betimes the lubberly. 
Both snorting Hob and Margery, 
To hate revengement hastily. 
For losing love and amity. 
To love thy neighbour neighbourly, 
And shew him no discourtesy. 
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7HK ^▲BPEB TO THBUT. 

To answer stranger civilly, 
But shew him not thy secresy. 
To use no man deceitfully , 
To offer no man villainy. 
To learn bow foe to pacify. 
But trust him not too hastily* 
To keep thy touch suhstantially. 
And in thy word use constancy. 
To make thy hands advisedly, 
And come not hound through siierty. 
To meddle not with usury. 
Nor lend thy money foolishly. 
To hate to live in infamy. 
Through craflb, and living shifUngly. 
To shun all kind of treachery. 
For treason endeth horrihly. 
To learn t'eschew ill company. 
And such as live dishonestly. 
To hanieh house of blasphemy. 
Lest crosses cross unluckily. 
To stop nuschance through policy. 
For chancing too unhappily. 
To bear thy crosses patiently. 
For worldly things are slippery. 
To lay to keep from misery. 
Age coming on so creepingly. 
To pray to God continually. 
For aid against thine enemy. 
To spend thy Sabbath holily. 
And help the needy poverty. 
To live in conscience quietly. 
And keep thyself from malady. 
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•OOD RITSBJlKDLT XB80OKt. 

To ease thy sicknets speedily, 
Ere help be past recoveiy. 
To seek to God for remedy. 
For witches prove unluckily. 

These be the steps unfeignedly. 
To cHmb to thrift by husbandry. 

These steps both reach, and teach thee shall. 
To come by thrift, to shift withal. 

t GOOD HUSBANDLY LESSONS. 

WORTHY TO BB FOLLOWBD Of SUCH AS WILL THKIVB. 

God sendeth and giyeth botii mouth and the meat, 
And blesses us all with His benefits great : 
Then serve we the God, who so richty doth give, 
Shew love to our neighbours, and lay for to live. 

As bud, by appearing, betok*neth the spring. 
And leaf, by her falling, the contrary thing ; 
So youth bids us labour, to get as we can. 
For age is a burden to labouring man. 

A competent living, and honestly had. 
Makes such as are godly, both thankAil and glad : 
Life, never contented with honest estate, 
Lamented is oft, and repented too late. 

Count never well gotten, that naughtly is got, 
Nor well to account of, which honest is not : 
Look long not to prosper, that weighest not this. 
Lest prospering faileth, and all go amiss. 
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8 GOOD HUSBAKDLT LESS0K8. 

True wedlock is best, for avoiding of sin ; 
The bed undefiled much honour doth win : 
Though love be in choosing far better than gold. 
Let love come with somewhat, the better to hold. 

Where couples agree not, is rancour and strife. 
Where such be together, is seldom good life ; 
Where couples in wedlock do lovely agree, 
There foison remaineth, if wisdom there be. 

Who looketh to marry, must lay to keep house. 
For love may not alway be playing with douse ; 
If children increase, and no stay of thine own, 
What afterward follows is soon to be known. 

Once charged with children or likely to be. 
Give over to sojourn, that thinkest to th^e ; 
Lest grudging of hostess, and craving of nurse. 
Be costly and noisome to thee and thy purse. 

Good husbands that loveth good houses to keep, 
Are oftentimes careful when others do sleep : 
To spend as they may, or to stop at the first. 
For running in danger, or fear of the worst. 

Go count with thy coffers, when harvest is in. 
Which way for thy profit to save or to win : 
Of t*one of them both if a savour we smell. 
House-keeping is godly, wherever we dwell. 

Son, think not thy money purse bottom to bum. 
But keep it for profit, to serve thine own turn : 
A fool and his money be soon at debate. 
Which afler, with sorrow, repents him too late. 
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OOOD HUSBANDLY LE880K8. V 

Cfood bargain a doing, make privy but few, 
%-In selling, refrain not abroad it to shew ; 
In making, make haste, and away to thy pouch, 
In selling, no haste, if ye dare it avouch. 

Good landlord who findeth, is blessed of God, 
A cumbersome landlord is husbandman's rod ; 
He noyeth, destroyeth, and all to this drift. 
To strip his poor tenant of farm and of thrift. 

Rent-corn whoso payeth, (as worldUngs would have, 
So much for an acre) must live like a slave ; 
Rent-corn to be paid, for a reas'nable rent. 
At reas'nable prices, is not to lament. 

Once placed for profit, look never for ease. 
Except ye beware of such michers as these, — 
Unthriftiness, Slothfulness, Careless and Rash, 
That thrusteth thee headlong to run in the lash. 

Make Money thy drudge, for to follow thy work. 
Make Wisdom comptroller, good Order thy clerk : 
Provision cater, and Skill to be cook, 
Make Steward of all, pen, ink, and thy book. 

Make hunger thy sauce, as a med'cine for health, 
Make thirst to be butler, as physic for wealth : 
Make eye to be usher, good usage to have. 
Make bolt to be porter, to keep out a knave. 

Make husbandry bailie, abroad to provide, 
Make huswifery daily at home for to guide : 
Make coffer fast locked thy treasure to keep, 
Make house to be siier, the safer to sleep. 
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10 OOOD UV»BA»l>LY LBSSOlTa. 

Make bandogf thy scoutwatcli, to bark at a thief, 
Make courage for life, to be capitain chief : 
Make trap«do<»r thy bulwark, make bell to be gin. 
Make gunstone and arrow, shew who is within. 

Good husband he trudgeth to bring in the gains. 
Good huswife she drudgeth, refusing no pains. 
Though husband at home be to count, ye wot whs^. 
Yet huswife^ within, is as needful asUiat. 

What helpeth in store to have never so much. 
Half lost by ill usage, iU huswives and such ? 
So, twenty load bushes, cut down at a clap. 
Such heed may be taken, shall stop but a gap. 

A retcheless servant, a mistress that scows 
A ravening mastiff, and hogs that eat fowls, 
A giddy brain master, and stroyall his knave. 
Brings ruling to ruin, and thrift to her grave. 

With some, upon Sundays their tables do reek, 
And half the week after, their dinner's to seek. 
Not often exceeding, but always enough. 
Is husbandly fare, and the guise of the plough. 

Each day to be feasted,— what husbandry worse > 
Each day for to feast, is as ill for the purse ; 
Yet measurely feasting, with neighbours among. 
Shall make thee beloved, and live the more long. 

Things husbandly handsome let workman contrive, 
But build not for glory, that thinkest to thrive ; 
Who fondly in doing consumeth his stock. 
In the end for his folly doth get but a mock. 
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Spend none but your own, howsoever ye i^nd,. 
For bribing and abifitii^^ have seldom good end : 
In subetanee althoagh ye have never so much^ 
Delight not in parasites, harlots, and such. 

As lending to neighbour in time of his need. 
Wins love of thy neighbour, and credit doth breed ; 
So never to crave, but to live of thine own. 
Brings comforts a thousand to many unknown. 

Who living but lends ? and be lent to they must. 
Else buying and selling must lie in the duet : 
But shameless and crafty ihat desperate aie,^ 
Make many, full honest, the worser to &re. 

At some time to borrow, account it no shame. 
If justly thou keepest thy touch for the same : 
Who quick be to borrow, and slow be to pay,. 
Their credit is naught, go they never so gay. 

By shifting and borrowing whoso as lives. 
Not well to be thought on occasion gives : 
Then lay to live warely and wisely to spend. 
For prodigal livers have seldom good end. 

Where wealthiness floweth, no friendship can lack. 
Whom poverty pincheth, hath friendship as slack ; 
Then happy is he, by example that can 
Take heed by the faU of a mischieved man. 

Who breaketh his credit, or cracketh it twice, 
Trust such with a siierty, if ye be wise : 
Or if he be angry for asking thy due. 
Once even to him afterward lend not anew. 
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12 GOOD HXTSBANDLT LES80K8. 

Account it well sold, that is justly well paid, 
And count it well bought, that is never denaid ; 
But yet there is t*one, here is t'other doth best. 
For buyer and seller, for quiet and rest. 

Leave princes' affairs undescanted on. 
And tend to such doings as stands thee upon : 
Fear God, and o£fend not the prince, nor his laws, 
And keep thyself out of the magistrate's claws. 

Once weekly, remember thy charges to cast. 
Once monthly, see how thy expenses may last : 
If quarter declareth too much to be spent, 
For fear of ill year, take advice of thy rent. 

Who orderly ent'reth his payments in book. 
May orderly find them again, (if he look) : 
And he that intendeth but once for to pay, 
Shall find this in doing the quietest way. 

In dealing uprightly, this counsel I teach. 
First reckon, then write, ere to purse ye do reach; 
Then pay and dispatch him, as soon as ye can, 
For lingering is hindrance to many a man. 

The stone that is rolling can gather no moss, 
Who often removeth is siier of loss : 
The rich it compelleth to pay for his pride. 
The poor it undoeth on every side. 

The eye of the master enricheth the hutch. 
The eye of the mistress availeth as much ; 
Which eye, if it govern, with reason and skill, 
Hath servant and service, at pleasure and will. 
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GOOD HUSBANDLY LE880K8. 13 

Who seeketb revengement of every wrong, 
In quiet nor safebr continueth long : 
So he that of wilfulness trieth the law, 
Shall strive for a coxcomb, and thrive as a daw. 

To hunters and hawkers take heed what ye say. 
Mild answer with courtesy drives them away ; 
So where a man's better will open a gap. 
Resist not with rudeness, for fear of mishap. 

A man in this world for a chiurl that is known, 
Shall hnrdly in quiet keep that is his own : 
Where lowly, and such as of courtesy smells. 
Finds favour and friendship, wherever he dwells. 

Keep truly thy Sabbath, the better to speed ; 
Keep servant from gadding, but when it is need : 
Keep fish-day and fasting-day, as they do fall. 
What custom thou keepest, let others keep all. 

Though some in their tithing be slack or too bold. 
Be thou unto Godward not that way too cold : 
Evil conscience grudgeth, and yet we do see, 
111 tithers, ill thrivers most commonly be. 

Pay weekly thy workman, his household to feed, 
Pay quarterly servants, to buy as they need : 
Give garment to such as deserve, and no mo, 
Lest thou and thy wife without garment do go. 

Good wife and good children are worthy to eat, 
Good servant, good labourer, eameth their meat ; 
Good friend and good neighbour, that fellowly guest» 
With heartily welcome, should have of the best. 
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14 aOOD HUSBAWnLT XE880K8. ' 

Depart not -witb. dl that tiiou hast to thy child. 
Much less unto other, for heing heguil'd : 
Lest if thou wouldst gladly possess it agam. 
Look for to come hy it, thou wottest not when. 

The greenest preferment that chfld we -can give. 
Is learning and nurture, to train him to Hve ; 
Which whoso it wanteth, though left as a squke, 
Consumeth to nothing, as hlock in the fire. 

When Grod hath so blessed thee, as able to live. 
And thou hast to rest thee, and able to give ; 
Lament thy offences, serve Ood for amends, 
Make soul to be ready, when Ood for it^ends. 

Send fruits of thy faith to Heaven aforehand. 
For mercy here doing, God blesseth thy land ; 
He maketh thy store with His blessing to swim. 
And after, thy soul to be blessed with Him. 

Some lay to get riches, by sea and by land, 
And vent'reth his life in his enemies hand ; 
And setteth his soul upon mx or on seven. 
Not fearing nor caiing for hell nor for heaven. 

Some -pincheth and spareth, and pineth his life. 
To coffer up bags, for to leave to bis wife ; 
And she (when he dieth) sets open the chest, 
For such afi can sooth her, and all away in-est. 

Good huciband preventing the frailness of some, 
Takes part of God's benefits, as they do come : 
And l^veth to wife and his children the rest, 
Each one his own part, as he tbinketfa it best. 
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These lessons approTed, if wisely ye note. 
May save and advantage ye many a groat ; 
Which if ye can follow, occasion found. 
Then every lesson may save ye a pound. 

AN HABITATIOK £NFOIftC£D, 

BBTTER X.ATE rHAtI NBVBR, 
UPON THESE WORDS, " SIT DOWN ROBIN, AND REST THEE." 

My friend, if cause doth wrest thee. 

Ere folly hath much opprest thee. 

Far from acquaintance kest thee, 

Where country may digest thee, 

Let wood and water request thee, 

In good com soil to nest thee, 

Where pasture and mead may hreast thee, 

And hejdthsome air invest thee; 

Though envy shall detest thee, 

I^t that no whit molest thee, 

Thank God that hath so blest thee. 

And sit down, MMn, and rest thee. 

t THE FAKMER'S DAILY DIET. 

A PLOT set down for farmer's quiet, 
As time requires, to frame his diet : 
With sometime fish, and sometime fast. 
That household store may longer last. 

When Easter comes, who knows not then. 
That veal and bacon is the man ; 
And Martilmas beef doth bear good tack. 
When country folks do dainties lack. 
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When mack'rel ceaseth from the seas, 
John Baptist brings grass-beef and pease. 

Fresh herring plenty Michael brings, 
With fatted crones, and such old things. 

All Saints do lay for pork and souse. 
For sprats and spurlings for their house. 

At Christmas play and make gopd cheer. 
For Christmas comes but once a year. 

Though some then do, as do they would, 
Let thrifty do, as do they should. 

For causes good, so many ways, 
Keep Embrings well, and fasting-days. 

Spend herring first, save salt-fish last. 
For salt-fish is good when Lent is past. 

What law commands we ought t* obey. 
For Friday, Saturn, and Wednesday. 

The land doth will, the sea doth wish. 
Spare sometime fiesh, and feed of fish. 

Where fish is scant, and fruit of trees. 
Supply that want with butter and cheese : 

Quoth TiTsssB. 
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A DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTIES OF WINDS, 

AT ALL TIMES OF THE YEAR. 
IN WINTER. 

NoBTH winds send hail. South winds bring rain. 
East winds we bewail. West winds blow amain : 
North-east is too cold, South-east not too warm. 
North-west is too bold. South-west doth no harm. 

AT THE SPRING AND SUMMER. 

The North is a noyer to grass of all suits, 
The East a destroyer to herb and all fruits ; 
The South, with his showers, refresheth the corn, 
The West, to all flowers, may not be forborne. 

AUTUMN. 

The West, as a father, all goodness doth bring. 
The East, a forbearer no manner of thing : 
The South, as unkind, draweth sickness too near. 
The North, as a friend, maketh all again clear. 

With temperate wind, we be blessed of God, 
With tempest, we find we are beat with His rod : 
All power we know to remain in His hand. 
How ever wind blow, by sea or by land. 

Though winds do rage, as winds were wood, 
And cause spring tides to raise great flood, 
And lofty ships leave anchor in mud, 
Bereaving many of life, and of blood ; 

PART I. C 
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Yet true it is, as cow chews cud, 
And trees, at spring, do yield forth 1 ud, 
Except wind stands, as never it stood, 
It is an ill wind turns none to good. 



f OF THE PLANETS. 



As huswives are teached, instead of a clock. 
How winter nights passeth, by crowing of cock ; 
So here by the Planets, as far as I dare. 
Some lessons I leave for the husbandman's share. 

If day-star appeareth, day comfort is nigh. 
If sun be at south, it is noon by and by : 
If sun be at westward, it setteth anon. 
If sun be at setting, the day is soon gone. 

Moon changed keeps closet three days, as a queen. 
Ere she in her prime will of any be seen ; 
If great she appeareth, it showereth out. 
If small she appeareth, it signifies drought. 

At change or at full, come it late, or else soon. 
Main sea is at highest, at midnight and noon ; 
But yet in the creeks it is later high flood. 
Through farness of running, by reason as good. 

Tide flowing is feared for many a thing. 
Great danger to such as be sick it doth bring ; 
Sea ebb, by long ebbing, some respite doth give. 
And sendeth good comfort to such as shall live. 
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t SEPTEMBER'S ABSTRACT 

1. Now enter, John, 
Old farmer is gone. 

2. Good farm now take. 
Keep still, or forsake. 

3. What helps revive 
The thriving to thrive. 

4. Plough, fence and store, 
Aught else before. 

5. Horse strong and light. 
Soon charges quite. 
Light head and purse, 
What lightness worse. 

6. Green rye have some. 
Ere Michaelmas' come. 

7. Grant soil her lust. 
Sow rye in the dust. 

8. With sling or bow. 
Keep com from crow. 

9. Pluck fruit to last. 
When Michael is past. 

10. Forget it not. 

Fruit bruised will rot. 
Light ladder and long. 
Doth tree least wrong. 
Go gather with skill. 
And gather that will. 

1 1 . Drive hive, good Coney, 
For wax and for honey. 
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No driying of hive. 
Till years past five. 

12. Good dweUing give bee. 
Or hence goes ^e« 

13. Karle hemp left green^ 
Now pluck up clean. 
Drown hemp as ye need. 
Once had out its seed. 

I pray thee, good Kit, 
Drown hemp in pit. 

14. Of all the rest. 
White hemp is best. 
Let skilful be gotten. 
Lest hemp prove rotten. 

15. Set strawberries, wife, 
I love them for life. 

16. Plant respe and rose. 
And such as those. 

17. Go, gather up mast, 
Ere time be past. 
Mast fats up swine, 
Mast kills up kine. 

1 8. Let hogs be rung. 
Both old and young. 

19. Get home with the brake. 
To brew with and bake ; 
To cover the shed, 

Dry over the head 
To lie under cow ; 
To rot under mow ; 
To serve to burn 
For many a turn. 
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20. To saw.pit draw 
Board log, to 0aw. 
Let timber be hale 
Lest profit do quail. 
Such board and pale. 
Is ready sale. 

21. Sawn slab let lie. 
For stable and stye. 
Saw-dust, spread thick. 
Makes alley trick. 

22. Keep safe thy fence. 
Scare break-hedge thence : 
A drab and a knave 
Will prowl to have. 

7%tw endeth September's Aharact^ agreeing toUh 
Septemher'e HuAandr^, 

f OTHER SHORT REMEMBRANCES. 

Now, friend, as ye wish, 
Go sever thy fish ; 
When friend shall come, 
To be sure of some. 

Thy ponds renew. 
Put eels in stew. 
To leave till Lent, 
And then to be spent. 

Set privy, or prim. 
Set box like him : 
Set gilliflowers all, 
That grows on the wall. 
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Set herbs some more, 
For winter store. 
Sow seeds for pot, 
For flowers sow not. 

Here ends September's short Bemembrances. 



SEPTEMBER'S HUSBANDRY. 

September blow ■oft. Forgotten month put. 

Till firnit be in loft. Do now at the last. 

1. At Michaelmas lightly new farmer comes in. 
New husbandry forceth him new to begin ; 
Old farmer still taking the time to him given. 
Makes August to last until Michaelmas even. 

2. Provide against Michaelmas, bargain to make. 
For farm to give over, to keep or to take ; 

In doing of either, let wit bear a stroke. 
For buying or selling of pig in a poke. 

3. Good farm and well stored, good housing and dry. 
Good corn and good dairy, good market and nigh ; 
Good shepherd, good tillman, good Jack and good 

Make husband and huswife their coffers to fill. 

4. Let pasture be stored, and fenced about. 
And tillage set forward, as needeth, without; 
Before ye do open your purse, to begin 
With any thing doing for fancy, within. 
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5. Horse, oxen, plough, tumbrel, cart, waggon and wain. 
The lighter and stronger, the greater thy gain : 
The soil and the seed, with the sheaf and the purse, 

' The lighter in substance, for profit the worse. 

6. *' Thresh seed, and to fanning," September doth crjy 
" Get plough to the field, and be sowing of rye :" 
To harrow the ridges, ere ever ye strike. 

Is one piece of husbandry Suffolk doth like. 

7. Sow timely thy white-wheat, sow rye in the dust. 
Let seed have his longing, let soil have her lust : 
Let rye be partaker of Michaelmas spring, 

To bear out the hardness that winter doth bring. 

8. No sooner a sowing, but out by and by. 
With mauther or boy, that alarum can ciy ; 
And let them be armed with sling or with bow. 
To scare away pigeon, the rook, and the crow. 

9. The moon in the wane, gather fruit for to last, 
But winter fruit gather, when Michael is past ; 
Though michers that love not to buy nor to crave. 
Make some gather sooner, else few for to have. 

10. Fruit gathered too timely will taste of the wood. 
Will shiink and be bitter, and seldom prove good : 
So fruit that is shaken and beat off a tree, 

With bruising in falling, soon faulty will be. 

11. Now bum up the bees, that ye mind for to drive, 
At Midsummer drive them, and save them alive ; 
Place hive in good air,^ set southly and warm. 
And take in due season, wax, honey, and swarm. 



d by Google 



24 September's husbandby. 

12. Set hive on a plank, not too low by the ground. 
Where herb with the flowers may compass it round ; 
And boards to defend it from north and north-east. 
From showers and rubbish, from vermin and beast. 

.13, Now pluck up thy hemp, and go beat out the seed, 
And afterward water it, as ye see need ; 
But not in the river, where cattle should drink. 
For poisoning them and the people with stink. 

14. Hemp huswifely used, looks clearly and bright. 
And selleth itself,- by the colour so white : 
Some useth to water it, some do it not. 

Be skilful in doing, for fear it do rot. 

15. Wife, into thy garden, and set me a plot, 
With strawberrj' roots, of the best to be got : 
Such growing abroad, among thorns in the wood. 
Well chosen and picked, prove excellent good. 

16. The barberry, respis, and gooseberry too, 
Look now to be planted, as other things do : 
The gooseberry, respis, and roses all three. 
With strawberries under them, trimly agree. 

17. To gather some mast, it shall stand thee upon. 
With servant and children, ere mast be all gone t 
Some left among bushes shall pleasure thy swine ; 
For fear of a mischief, keep acorns fro kine. 

18. For rooting of pasture, ring hog ye had need. 
Which being well ringled the better do feed. 
Though young with their elders will lightly keep 

best, 
Yet spare not to ringle both great and the rest. 
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19. Get home with thy brakes ere an summer be gone. 
For tethered cattle to sit thereupon ; 

To cover thy hovel, to brew and to bake, 
To lie in the bottom, where hovel ye make. 

20. Now saw out thy timber, for board and for pale. 
To have it unshaken, and ready for sale : 
Bestow it, and stick it, and lay it aright, 

To find it in March to be ready in plight. 

21. Save slab of thy timber for stable and stye, 
For horse and for hog the more cleanly to lie ; 
Save saw-dust and brick-dust, and ashes so fine, 
For alley to walk in, with neighbour of thine. 

22. Keep safely and warely thine uttermost fence, 
Withope-gap and break-hedge do seldom dispense : 
Such run-about prowlers, by night and by day, 
See punished justly for prowling away. 

Thus endeth September's Husbandry. 



t OCTOBER'S ABSTRACT. 

1. Lay dry up and round. 
For barley, thy ground. 

2. Maids, little and great, 
Pick clean seed wheat. 
Good ground doth crave 
Choice seed to have. 
Flails lustily thwack. 
Lest plough seed lack. 
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3. Seed first go fetch. 
For edish, or etch. 
Soil perfectly know, 
Ere edish ye sow. 

4. White wheat, if ye please, 
Sow now upon pease. 
Sow first the best. 

And then the rest. 

5. Who soweth in rain. 
Hath weed to his pain ; 
But worse shall he speed, 
That soweth ill seed. 

6. Each soil no vein 
For every grain. 

7. Though soil be but bad. 
Some corn may be had. 

8. Naught prove, naught crave. 
Naught venture, naught have, 

9. All gravel and sand. 
Is not the best land. 
A rottenly mould. 
Is land worth gold. 

10. Why wheat is smitten. 
Good lesson is written. 

11. A judgment right, 
Of land in plight. 
Land, all forlorn. 
Not good for corn. 

12. Land barren doth bear. 
Small straw, short ear. 

13. Here may'st thou read. 
For soil what seed. 
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14. 'Tis tried every hour. 
Best grain, most flour. 

15. Gross corn, much bran, 
The baker doth ban. 

16. What croppers be, 
Here learn to see. 

17. Few after-crop much, 
But noddies, and such. 

18. Where barley did grow. 
Lay wheat to sow. 

Yet better, I think, 
Sow pease after drink ; 
And then, if ye please. 
Sow wheat after pease. 

19. First barley ere rye, 
Then pease by and by ; 
Then fallow for wheat. 
Is husbandry great. 

20. A remedy sent. 
Where pease lack vent : 
Fat pease-fed swine 
For drover is fine. 

21. Sow acorns to prove. 
That timber do love. 

22. For fear of the worst. 
Make fat away first. 

23. Fat that no more. 
Ye keep for store. 

24. Hide carren in grave, 
Less noyance to have. 

25. With peasebolt and brake. 
Some brew luid bake. 
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26. Old com worth gold, 
So kept as it should. 

Thm endeth October's Abstract^ agreeing with 
October's Husbandry, 



f OTHER SHORT REMEMBRANCES. 

Ciss, have an eye 
To boar in stye. 
By malt ill kept, 
Small profit is reapt. 

Friend, ringle thy hog, 
For fear of a dog. 
Rye-straw up stack. 
Lest Thacker do lack. 

Wheat-straw dry save, 
For cattle to have. 
Wheat-chaff lay up dry. 
In safety to lie. 

Make handsome a bin. 
For chaff to lie in. 

(Seed thresh'd) thou shalt 
Thresh barley to malt. 
Cut bushes to hedge, 
Fence meadow, and redge. 
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Now gather up fruit. 
Of every suit. 
Marsh wall too slight. 
Strength now, or good night. 

Mend walls of mud. 
For now it is good. 
Where soil is of sand. 
Quick set out of hand. 

To plots not full, 
Add hramble and hull. 
For set no bar, 
Whilst month hath an R. 

Like note thou shalt 
For making of malt : 
Brew now to last, 
Till winter be past. 

Here ends October's short Remembrances. 



^ OCTOBER'S HUSBANDRY. 



October good blast, Forgotten month past, 

To blow the hog mast. Do now at the last. 

Now lay up thy barley-land dry as ye can. 
Whenever ye sow it, so look for it then : 
Get daily beforehand, be never behind, 
Lest winter preventing do alter thy mind. 
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2. Green rye in September when timely thou hast, 
October for wheat-sowing calleth as fast : 

If weather will suffer, this counsel I give. 
Leave sowing of wheat before Hallowmas eve. 

3. Where wheat upon eddish ye mind to bestow. 
Let that be the first of the wheat ye do sow : 
He seemeth to heart it, and comfort to bring. 
That giveth it Comfort of Michaelmas spring. 

4. White wheat upon pease-etch doth grow as he would. 
But fallow is best, if we did as we should : 

Yet where, how, and when, ye intend to begin. 
Let ever the 'finest be first sowen in. 

5. Who soweth in rain, he shall reap it with tears, 
Who soweth in harms, he is ever in fears : 
Who soweth ill seed, or defraudeth his land. 
Hath eye- sore abroad, with a corsie at hand. 

6. Each soil hath no liking of every grain, 
Nor barley and wheat is for every vein : 
Yet know I no country, so barren of soil. 

But some kind of com may be gotten with toil. 

7. In Brantham, where rye, but no barley did grow, 
Good barley I had, as a many did know. 

Five seam of an acre I truly was paid. 
For thirty load muck, of each acre so laid. 

8. In Suffolk again, whereas wheat never grew. 
Good husbandry used, good wheat land I knew ; 
This proverb experience long ago gave, 

" That nothing who practiseth, notWng shall have.'* 
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9. As gravel and sand is for rye, and not wheat, 
Or yieldeth her burden to t'one the more great ; 
So peason and barley delight not in sand, 

But rather in clay, or in rottener land. 

10. Wheat sometime is steely, or burnt as it grows, 
For pride or for poverty, practice so knows. 
Too lusty of courage, for wheat doth not well, 
Nor after Sir Peeler he loveth to dwell. 

11. As land full of tilth, and in hearty good plight. 
Yields blade to a length, and increaseth in might : 
So crop upon crop, on whose courage we doubt. 
Yields blade for a brag, but it holdeth not out. 

12 The straw and the ear to have bigness and length, 
Betokeneth land to be good and in strength : 
If ear be but short, and the straw be but small, 
It signifieth bareness, and barren withal. 

13. White wheat or else red, red rivet or white. 
Far passeth all other, for land that is light ; 
White pollard or red, that so richly is set. 
For land that is heavy, is best ye can get. 

14. Main wheat that is mixed with white and with red. 
Is next to the best in the market-man's head : 

So Turkey or Purkey wheat many do love. 
Because it is floury all others above. 

15. Gray wheat is the grossest, yet good for the clay, 
Though worst for the market, as farmer will say; 
Much like unto rye be his properties found, 
Coarse floiir, much bran, and a peeler of ground. 
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16. Oats, rye, or else barley, and wheat that is gray, 
Brings land out of comfort, and soon to decay : 
One after another, no comfort between. 

Is crop upoq crop, as will quickly be seen. 

17. Still crop upon crop many farmers do take. 
And reap little profit, for greediness sake. 
Though bread-corn and drink-corn such croppers 

do stand, 
Count peason or brank, as a comfort to land. 

18. Where barley ye sow after rye or else wheat. 
If land be unlusty, the crop is not gi*eat : 

So lose ye your cost, to your corsie and smart. 
And land (overburdened) is clean out of heart. 

19. Where rye or else wheat, either barley ye sow. 
Let codware be next, thereupon for to grow : 
Thus having two crops, whereof codware is t'one. 
Thou hast the less need to lay cost thereupon. 

20. Some far fro' the market delight not in pease. 
For that ev*ry chapman they seem not to please : 
If vent of the market-place serve thee not well, 
Set hogs up a fatting, to drover to sell. 

21. Sow acorns, ye owners, that timber do love. 
Sow haw and rye with them, the better to pro^e : 
If cattle or coney may enter to crop. 

Young oak is in danger of losing his top. 

22. Through plenty of acorns the porkling too fat. 
Not taken in season, may perish by that : 

If rattling or swelling get once to the throat. 
Thou losest thy porkling, a crown to a groat. 
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23. Whatever thing fat is, again if it fall, 

Thou ventVest the thing, and the fatness withal ; 
The fatter the better to sell or to kill. 
But not to continue, make proof if ye will. 

24. Whatever thing dieth, go bury or bum. 
For tainting of ground, or a worser ill turn ; 
Such pestilent smell of a carrenly thing, 
To cattle and people great peril may bring. 

25. With straw-wisp and pease-bolt, with fern and 

the brake. 
For sparing of fuel, some brew and do bake ; 
And heateth their copper for seething of grains : 
Good servant, rewarded, refuseth no pains. 

26. Good bread-corn and drink-corn full twenty 

weeks kept 
Is better than new, that at harvest is reapt : 
But foisty the bread-corn, and bowd-eaten malt. 
For health or for profit, find noisome thou shalt. 

Thus endeth October's Husbandry. 

NOVEMBER'S ABSTRACT. 

1. Let hog, once fat, 
Lose nothing of that. 
When mast is gone. 
Hog falleth anon. 
Still fat up some, 
Till Shrovetide come. 
Now pork and souse 
Bears tack in house. 

PABT I. D 
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2. Thresh barl^ thou shalt. 
For chapman to malt ; 
Else thresh no more. 
But for thy store. 

3. Till March, thresh wheat 
But as ye do eat ; 

Lest baker forsake it. 
If foistiness take it. 

4. No chaff in bin 
Makes horse look thin. 

5. They buy it full dear, 
In winter that rear. 

6. Few fowls, less swine, 
Rear now, friend mine ! 

7; What loss, what stirs. 
Through ravening curs. 

8. Make Martilmas beef, — 
Dear meat is a thief. 

9. Set garlike and pease. 
Saint Edmond to please. 

10. When rain takes place, 
To threshing apace. 

1 1. Mad-brain too rough 
Mars all at plough ; 
With flail and whips. 
Fat hen short skips. 

12. Lay stover up dry. 
In order to lie. 

Poor bullock doth crave 
Fresh straw to have. 

13. Make weekly up floor. 
Though thresher do lour; 
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Lay grain in loft. 
And turn it oft. 

14. For muck regard. 
Make clean foul yard. 
Lay straw to rot. 

In wat*ry plot. 

15. Headland up plough, 
For compas enough. 

16. For herhs good store. 
Trench garden more. 

17. Rid chimney of soot. 
From top to the foot. 

18. Good horsekeeper will 
Lay muck upon hill. 

19. Cut mole-hills, that stand 
So thick upon land. 

Thus endeth Novemher*8 Abstract^ agreeing with 
November's Husbandry, 



^ OTHER SHORT REMEMRRANCES. 

Get pole, boy mine ! 
Beat haws to swine. 
Drive hog to the wood, 
Brake-roots be good. 

For mischief that falls. 
Look well to marsh walls, 
Dry layer get neat, 
And plenty of meat. 
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Curst cattle that nurteth. 
Poor wennel soon hurteth ; 
Good neighbour mine. 
Ring well thy swine. 

Here ends November's short Rememhrances. 



t NOVEMBER'S HUSBANDRY. 

November take flail ; Forgotten month paRt, 

I«t ship no more sail. Do now at the last. 

1. At Hallowtide, slaughter-time entereth in. 
And then doth the husbandman^s feasting begin : 
From thence unto Shrovetide, kill now and then 

some. 
Their offal for household the better will come. 

2. Thresh barley as yet, but as need shall require. 
Fresh threshed for stover thy cattle desire ; 
And therefore that threshing forbear as ye may. 
Till Candlemas coming, for sparing of hay. 

3. Such wheat as ye keep for the baker to buy, 
Unthreshed till March in the sheaf let it lie ; 
Lest foistiness take it, if sooner ye thresh it. 
Although by oft turning ye seem to refresh it. 

4. Save chaff of the barley, of wheat, and of rye. 
From feathers and foistiness, where it doth lie ; 
Which mixed with corn, being sifted of dust. 
Go give to thy cattle, when serve them ye must. 
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5. Leave latewardly rearing, keep now no more swine, 
But such as thou may^st with the offal of thine. 
Except ye have wherewith to fat them away. 
The fewer thou keepest, keep better ye may« 

6. To rear up much poultry, and want the bam door. 
Is nought for the poulter, and worse for the poor ; 
So now to keep hogs, and to starve them for meat, 
Is, as to keep dogs for to bawl in the street. 

7. As cat, a good mouser, is needful in house. 
Because for her commons she killeth the mouse ; 
So ravening curs, as a many do keep. 

Makes master want meat, and his dog to kill sheep. 

8. For Easter, at Martilmas hang up a beef. 

For stall.fed and pease-fed play pickpursethe thief: 
With that and the like, ere an grass beef come in. 
Thy folk shall look cheerly, when others look thinl 

9. Set garlick and beans at St. Edmond the king. 
The moon in the wane, thereon hangeth a thing : 
Th' encrease of a pottle, (well proved of some,) 
Shall pleasure thy household, ere peasecod time 

come. 

10. When rain is a let to thy doings abroad. 
Set threshers a threshing, to lay on good load . 
Thresh clean, ye must bid them, though lesser they 

earn, 
And looking to thrive, have an eye to thy barn. 
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11. Take heed to thy man in his fury and heat. 
With plough-staff and whip-stock for maiming thy 

neat ; 
To thresher, for hurting of cow with his flail. 
Or making thy hen to play tapple up tail. 

12. If house-room will serve thee, lay stover up dry„ 
And every sort, by itself for to lie ; 

Or stack it for litter, if room he too poor. 
And thatch out the residue, noying thy door. 

13. Cause weekly thy thresher to make up his floor. 
Though slothful and pilferer thereat do lour : 
Take tub for a season, take sack for a shiil. 
Yet garner for grain is the better for thrift. 

14. All manner of straw, that is scattered in yard, 
Good husbandly husbands have daily regard. 
In pit, full of water, the same to bestow. 
Where lying to rot, thereof profit may grow. 

15. Now plough up thy headland, or delve it with 

spade. 
Where otherwise profit but little is made ; 
And cast it up high, upon hillocks to stand. 
That winter may rot it, to compas thy land. 

16. If garden require it, now trench it ye may. 
One trench not a yard from another go lay ; 
Which being well filled with muck by and by, 
Go cover with mould, for a season to lie. 

17. The chimney all sooty would now be made clean. 
For fear of mischances, too oftentimes seen : 
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Old chimney and sooty, if fier once take, 

By burning and breaking some mischief may make. 

18. Lay compas up, handsomely, round on a hill. 
To walk in thy yard, at thy pleasure and will ; 
More compas it maketh, and handsome the plot, 
If horse-keeper, daily, forgetteth it not. 

19. Make hillocks of mole-hills in field thoroughout, 
And so to remain, till the year go about : 
Make also the like, whereas plots be too high, 
All winter a rotting for compas to lie. 

77iu8 endeth November's Husbandry . 



t DECEMBER'S ABSTRACT. 

1. No season to hedge. 
Get beetle and wedge. 
Cleave logs now ail, 
For kitchen and hall. 

2. Dull working tools. 
Soon courage cools. 

3. Leave off tittle tattle. 
And look to thy cattle. 
Serve young poor elves. 
Alone by themselves. 

4. Warm barth for neat. 
Worth half their meat. 
The elder that nurteth. 
The younger soon hurteth. 

5. House cow that is old. 
While winter doth bdd« 



d by Google 



40 decembeb's absteact. 

6. Out once in a day, 
To drink and to play. 

7. Get Trasty to serve, 
Lest cattle do sterre. 
And such as in deed, 
May help at a need. 

8. Observe this law. 

In serving out straw. 

9. In walking about. 
Good fork spy out. 

10 At full, and at change. 
Spring tides are strange* 
If doubt ye fray. 
Drive cattle away. 

1 1. Dank ling, forgot, 
Will quickly rot. 

12. Here learn and try, 
To turn it, and diy. 

13. Now stocks remove, 
That orchards love. 

14. Set stock to grow. 
Too thick, nor too low. 
Set now, as they come. 
Both cherry and plum. 

15. Sheep, hog, and ill beast, 
Bids stock to ill feast. 

16. At Christmas is good, 
To let thy horse blood* 

17. Some coimtries gift, 
To make hard shift. 
Some cattle well fare. 
With fitches and tare 
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Fitches and tares 
Be Norfolk wares. 

18. Tares threshed with skill. 
Bestow as ye will. 

19. Hide strawberries, wife, 
To save their life. 

20. Knot, border, and all. 
Now cover ye shall. 

21. Help bees, sweet coney. 
With Uquor and honey* 

22. Get campers a ball, 
To camp therewithal. 

Thu^ endeth December's Abstract, agreeing with 
December's Husbandry, 



^ OTHER SHORT REMEMBRANCES. 



Let Christmas spy 
Yard clean to lie. 
No labour, no sweat ; 
Go labour for heat. 

Feed doves, but kiU not. 
If 'stroy them, ye wiU not. 
Fat hog, ere ye kill it, 
Or else ye do spill it. 

Put ox in stall. 

Ere ox do fall. 

Who seetheth her grains. 

Hath profit for pams. 
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Rid garden of mallow, 
Plant willow and sallow. 

Let boar life render, 
See brawn sod tender. 
For wife fruit buy, 
For Christmas pie. 

Ill bread and ill drink. 
Makes many ill think ; 
Both meat and cost, 
111 drest, half lost. 

Who hath wherewithal. 
May cheer when he shall : 
But charged man. 
Must cheer as he can. 

Here ends December's short Remembrances, 



t DECEMBER'S HUSBANDRY. 

O dirty December, Forgotten month past, 

For Chrintmaa remember. Do now at the laM. 

When frost will not suffer to dike and to hedge. 
Then get thee a heat with thy beetle and wedge : 
Once Hallowmas come, and a fire in the hall. 
Such sHvers do well for to He by the wall. 

Get grindstone and whetstone for tool that is dull. 

Or often be letted, and fret belly full : 

A wheel-barrow also be ready to have. 

At hand of thy servant, thy compas to save. 



d by Google 



DECEMB£B*S HITSBANDET. 43 

3. Give cattle their fodder in plot dry and warm. 
And coimt them for mixing, or otJier like harm : 
Yoimg colts with thy wennels together go serve, 
Lest lurched by others they happen to sterve. 

4. The rack is commended for saving of dung. 
So set as the old cannot mischief the young. 
In tempest (the wind being northly or east) 
Warm barth, imder hedge, is a succour to beast. 

5. The housing of cattle while winter doth hold, 
Is good for all such as are feeble and old : 

It saveth much compas, and many a sleep. 
And spareth the pasture for walk of thy sheep. 

6. For charges so little much quiet is won, 

If strongly and handsomely all things be done ; 

But use to untackle them once in a day. 

To rub and to lick them, to drink and to play. 

7. Get Trusty to tend them, not lubberly 'squire, 
That all the day long hath his nose at the fire : 
Nor trust imto children poor cattle to feed, 
But such as be able to help at a need. 

8. Serve rye-straw out first, then wheat-straw and pease, 
Then oat-straw and barley, then hay if ye please : 
But serve them with hay while the straw stover last, 
Then love they no straw, they had rather to fast ! 

9. Yokes, forks, and such other, let bailie spy out, 
And gather the same, as he walketh about ; 
And after, at leisure, let this be his hire, 

To beath them and trim them at home by the fire. 
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10. As well at the full of the moon, as the change. 
Sea rages, in winter, be suddenly strange : 
Then look to thy marshes, if doubt be to fray. 
For fear of (ne/ortii) hsife cattle away. 

11. Both salt fish and ling fish (if any ye have). 
Through shifting and drying, fi-om rotting go save ; 
Lest winter witib moistness do make it relent. 
And put it in hazard, before it be spent. 

12. Broom faggot is best to dry haberden on. 
Lay board upon ladder, if faggots be gone : 
For breaking in turning have very good eye. 
And blame not the wind, so the weather be dry. 

13. Good fruit and good plenty doth well in the lofl| 
Then make thee an orchard, and cherish it oft ; 
For plant or for stock lay aforehand to cast. 
But set, or remove it, ere Christmas be past. 

14. Set one fro another, full forty feet wide ; 
To stand as he stood is a part of his pride. 
More fair, more worthy of cost to remove. 
More steady ye set it, more likely to prove. 

15. To teach and unteach, in a school is unmeet ; 
To do, and imdo, to the purse is imsweet : 
Then orchard or hop-yard, so trinmied with cost, 
Should not through folly be spoiled and lost. 

16. Ere Christmas be passed, let horse be let blood. 
For many a purpose it doth them much good. 
The day of St. Stephen old fathers did use ; 

If that do mislike Uiee, some other day choose. 
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17. Some countries are pinched of meadow for hay, 
Yet ease it with fitches, as well as they may ; 
Which inned and threshed, and husbandly dight, 
Keeps labouring cattle in very good plight. 

18. In threshing out fitches, one point I will shew, 
First thresh out for seed of the fitches a few : 
Thresh few for thy plough-house, thresh clean 

for the cow ; 
This order in Norfolk good husbands allow. 

19. If frost do continue, take this for a law, 

The strawberries look to be covered with straw. 
Laid overly trim upon crotches and bows. 
And after uncovered, as weather allows. 

20. The gilliflower also, the skilful do know, 
Doth look to be covered in frost and in snow : 
The knot and the border, and rosemary gay. 
Do crave the like succour, for dying away. 

21. Go look to thy bees, if the hive be too Kght, 
Set water and honey with rosemary dight ; 
Which set in a dish ftdl of sticks in the hive. 
From danger of famine ye save them alive. 

22. In meadow or pasture (to grow the more fine). 
Let campers be camping in any of thine ; 
Which if ye do suffer, when low is the spring. 
You gain to yourself a commodious thing. 

Thm endeth December's Husbandry, 
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IF A DIGRESSION TO HOSPITALITY. 

Leave husbandry sleeping awhile ye must do. 
To learn of housekeeping a lesson or two : 
Whatever is sent thee, by travail and pain, 
A time, there is lent thee to render't again. 
Although ye defend it, unspent for to be, 
Another shall spend it, — no thank unto thee. 
However we clunb to accomplish the mind, 
We have but a time, thereof profit to find. 



If A DESCRIPTION OF TIME AND THE YEAR. 

Of God to thy doings a time there is sent, 
Which endeth with time that in doing is spent : 
For time is itself but a time for a time, 
Forgotten full soon, as the time of a chime. 

In spring-time we rear, we do sow, and we plant ; 
In Smnmer get victuals, lest after we want. 
In Harvest, we carry in com and the fruit. 
In Winter to spend as we need of each suit. 

The year I compare, as I find for a truth. 
The Spring unto Childhood, the Summer to Youth. 
The Harvest to Manhood, the Winter to Age, 
All quickly forgot, as a play on a stage. 

Time past is forgotten, ere men be aware : 
Time present is thought on with wonderful care : 
Time coming is feared, and therefore we save ; 
Yet oft ere it come, we be gone to the grave. 
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t A DESCRIPTION OF LIFE AND RICHES. 

Who living, but daily discern it he may. 
How life as a shadow doth vanish away, 
And nothing to count on, so siier to trust, 
As siier of death, and to turn into dust. 

The lands and the riches that here we possess, 
Be none of our own, if a God we profess ; 
But lent us T)f Him, as His talent of gold. 
Which being demanded, who can it withhold ? 

God maketh no writing, that justly doth say, 
How long we shall have it — a year or a day : 
But leave it we must (howsoever we leave) 
When Atrop shall pluck us from hence by the sleeve,. 

To Death we must stoop, be we high, be we low. 
But how, and how suddenly, few be that know ; 
What carry we then but a sheet to the grave, 
To cover this carcass, of all that we have ? 



If A DESCRIPTION OF HOUSEKEEPING. 

What then of this tident, while here we remain, 
But study to yield it to God with a gain ? 
And that shall we do, if we do it not hid. 
But use and bestow it as Christ doth us bid. 

What good to get riches, by breaking of sleep. 
But (having the same) a good house for to keep ? 
Not only to bring a good fame to thy door. 
But also the prayer to win of the poor. 
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I 

Of all other doings house-keeping is chief, 

For daily it helpeth the poor witih relief: 

The neighbour, the stranger, and all that have need. 

Which causeth thy doings the better to speed. 

Though hearken to this we should ever among. 
Yet chiefly at Christmas, of all the year long : 
Good cause of that use may appear by the name. 
Though niggardly niggards do kick at the same. 



f A DESCRIPTION OF THE FEAST OF THE 
BIRTH OF CHRIST: 

COMMONLY CALLED CHRISTMAS. 

Of Christ cometh Christmas, the name with the feast, 
A time full of joy, to the greatest and least ; 
At Christmas was Christ, our Saviour, bom, — 
The world through sin altogether forlorn. 

At Christmas the days do begin to take length. 
Of Christ doth religion chiefly take strength : 
As Christmas is only a figure or trope. 
So only in Christ is the strength of our hope. 

At Christmas we banquet, the rich with the poor. 
Who then, but the miser, but openeth his door ? 
At Christmas, of Christ many carols we sing. 
And give many gifts, in the joy of that King. 
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At Christmas, in Christ we rejoice, and be glad, 
As only of whom our comfort is had : 
At Christmas we joy altogether with mirth. 
For His sake, that joyed us all with His birth. 



f A DESCRIPTION OF APT TIME TO SPEND. 

Let such, so fantastical, liking not this, 
Nor any thing honest, that ancient is. 
Give place to the time that so meet we do see, 
Appointed of God, as it seemeth to be. 

At Christmas, good husbands have corn on the ground, 
In bam and in soller, worth many a poimd : 
With plenty of other things, cattle and sheep. 
All sent them (no doubt on) good houses to keep. 

At Christmas, the hardness of winter doth rage, 
A griper of all things, and specially age : 
Then lightly poor people, the young with the old, 
Be sorest oppressed with hunger and cold. 

At Christmas, by labour is little to get, 
That wanting, — ^the poorest in danger are set : 
What season then better, of all the whole year. 
Thy needy poor neighbour to comfort and cheer ? 

f AGAINST FANTASTICAL SCRUPLENESS. 

At this time and that time, some make a great matter ; 
Some help not, but hinder the poor with their clatter : 
Take custom from feasting, what cometh then last ? 
Where one hath a dinner, a hundred shall fast. 

PAET I. E 
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To dog in the manger, some liken I could, 
That hay will eat none, nor let other that would. 
Some scarce, in a year, give a dinner or two. 
Nor well can ahide any other to do. 

Play thou the good fellow, seek none to misdeem, 
Disdain not the honest, though merry they seem ; 
For oftentimes seen, no more very a knave. 
Than he that doth coimterfeit most to he grave. 



^ CHRISTMAS HUSBANDLY FARE. 

Good husband and huswife now chiefly be glad. 
Things handsome to have, as they ought to be had. 
They both do provide, against Christmas do come. 
To welcome good neighbour, good cheer to have some. 

Good bread and good drink, a good fire in the hall. 
Brawn, pudding, and souse, and good mustard withal. 

Beef, mutton, and pork, shred pies of the best. 
Pig, veal, goose, and capon, and turkey well drest. 
Cheese, apples, and nuts, jolly Carols to hear. 
As then in the country, is counted good cheer. 

What cost to good husband is any of this ? 
Good household provision only it is : 
Of other the like, I do leave out a many. 
That costeth the husbandman never a penny. 
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^ A CHRISTMAS CAROL OF THE BIRTH OF 
CHRIST. 

{Upon the tune of King Salomon^ 

Was not Christ our Saviour, 
Sent to us fro' God above, 
Not for our good behaviour, 

But only of His mercy and love ? 
If this be true, as true it is, 

Truly in deed 
Great thanks to God to yield for this. 
Then had we need. 

This did our God, for very troth. 

To train to Him the soul of man, 
And justly to perform His oat^i. 
To Sarah and to Abram then. 
That through his seed all nations should 

Most blessed be : 
As in due time perform He would. 
As now we see. 

Which wondrously is brought to pass. 

And in our sight already done. 
By sending, as His promise was, 
(To comfort us) His only Son, 
Even Christ, I mean, that Virgin's Child, 

In Bethlem bom. 
That Lamb of God, that Prophet mild, 
With crowned thorn. 



d by Google 



52 JANUABY's AB8TBACT. 

Such was His love to save us all, 

From dangers of the curse of God, 
That we stood in by Adam's fall. 
And by our own deserved rod. 
That through His blood and holy name. 

Whoso believes. 
And flies from sin, and abhors the same. 
Free mercy He gives. 

For these gkd news this feast doth bring. 

To God the Son and Holy Ghost, 
Let man give thanks, rejoice and sing. 

From world to world, from coast to coast. 
For all good gifts so many ways, 

That God doth send. 
Let us in Christ give God the praise, 
TiU life shall end. 

T. TUSSER. 

At Christmas be merry, and thankful withal. 
And feast thy poor neighbours, the great with the small ; 
Yea all the year long, to the poor let us give, 
God^s blessing to follow us, whiles we do live. 



t JANUARY'S ABSTRACT. 

Bid Christmas adieu, 
Thy stock now renew. 
Who killeth a neat. 
Hath cheaper hb meat. 
Fat home-fed souse. 
Is good in a house. 
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3. Who dainties love, 

A beggar shall prove ; 
Who always sells. 
In hunger dwells. 

4. Who nothing save. 
Shall nothing have. 

5. Lay dirt Jipon heaps. 
Some profit it reaps. 
When weather is hard, 
Get muck out of yard. 
A fallow bestow. 
Where pease shall grow : 
Good peason and white, 
A fallow will 'qtdte. 

6. Good gardener mine. 
Make garden fine. 
Set garden pease. 
And beans if ye please. 
Set respis and rose, 
Young roots of those. 

7. The timely buyer 
Hath cheaper bis fier. 

8. Some bum without wit, 
Some fireless sit. 

9. Now season is good. 
To lop or fell wood. 
Prune trees some allows, 
For cattle to brouse. 

10. Give sheep to their fees. 
The mistle of trees. 

1 1. Let lop be shorn 
That hindreth com. 
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Save edder and stake, 
Strong hedge to make. 

12. For sap as ye know, 
Let one bough grow. 
Next year ye may 
That bough cut away. 

13. Save crotches of wood. 
Save spars and stud. 
Save hop for his dole 
The strong long pole. 

14. However ye scotch, 
Save pole and crotch. 

15. From Christmas to May, 
Weak cattle decay. 

16. With verjuice acquaint. 
Poor bullock so faint ; 
This med'cine approved. 
Is for to be loved. 

17. Ewes ready to yean 
Crave ground rid clean. 
Keep sheep out of briers. 
Keep beast out of miers. 

18. Keep bushes from bill, 
Till hedge ye will : 
Best had for thy turn, 
Their roots go and bum. 

19. No bushes of mine. 
If fence be thine. 

20. In stubbed plot. 
Fill hole with clot. 

21. Rid grass of bones. 
Of sticks and stones. 
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22. Warm barth give lambs, 
Good food to their dams. 
Look daily well to them, 
Lest dogs undo them. 

23. Young lamb well sold, 
Fat lamb worth gold. 

24. One calf,. if it please ye. 
Now reared shall ease ye. 
Calves likely rear 

At rising of year ; 
Calf large and lean 
Is best to wean. 

25. Calf lick'd, take away. 
And house it ye may. 
This point I allow 
For servant and cow. 

26. Calves yoimger than other. 
Learn one of another. 

27. Good cow and good ground 
Yields yearly a pound. 
Good faring sow 

Holds profit with cow. 

28. Who keeps but twain. 
The more may gain. 

29. Tithe justly, good gar9on. 
Else chive will the parson. 

30. Thy garden twi-fallow, 
Stroy hemlock and mallow. 

31. Like practice they prove 
That hops do love. 

32. Now make and wand in 
Trim bower to stand in. 
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Leave wadHng about, 
Till arbour be out. 

33. Who now sows oats 
Gets gold and groats. 
Who sows in May, 
Gets little that way. 

34. What greater crime, 
Than loss of time ? 

35. Ley land or leaze, 
Break up if ye please ; 
But fkllow not yet, 
That hast any wit. 

36. Where drink ye 6ow, 
Good tilth bestow. 

37. Small profit is found. 
By peeling of ground. 

38. Land past the best« 
Cast up to rest. 

Thus endeth January's Abstract, agreeing with 
January's Husbandry. 

^ OTHER SHORT REMEMBRANCES. 

Get pulling-hook, sirs, 
For broom and firs. 
Pluck broom, broom still. 
Cut broom, broom kill. 

Broom pluckt by and by, 
Break up for rye. 
Friend, ringle thy hog. 
Or look for a dog. 
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In casting provide, 
For seed lay aside. 
Get dung. Mend mine, 
For stock and vine. 

If earth be not soft, 
Go dig it aloft. 
For quagmire get boots, 
Stub alders and roots. 

Hop-poles wax scant, 
For poles mo plant. 
Set chesnut and walnut. 
Set filbert and smalnut. 
Peach, plum-tree, and cherry. 
Young bay and Ids berry ; 
Or set their stone. 
Unset leave out none. 

Sow kernels to bear, 
Of apple and pear. 
All trees that bear gum. 
Set now as they come. 

Now set, or remove, 
Such stocks as ye love. 
Her€ ends January^ 8 short E&memhraneee. 

t JANUARY'S HUSBANDRY. 
a kindly good Janiuury, Forgottoa month paat, 

Fraeaeth pot by ths Are. Do now at the last. 

Whbk Christmas is ended, bid feasting adieu, 
Go play the good husband, thy stock to renew ; 
Be mindful of rearing, in hope of a gain. 
Dame profit shall give thee reward for thy p^. 
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2. Who both by his calf and his lamb will be known. 
May well kill a neat and a sheep of his own ; 
And he that can rear up a pig in his house. 
Hath cheaper his bacon, and sweeter his souse. 

3. Who eateth his veal, pig and lamb, being froth, 
• Shall, twice in a week, go to bed without broth : 

Unskilful that pass not, but sell away, sell. 
Shall never have plenty wherever they d^ell. 

4. Be greedy in spending, and careless to save. 
And shortly be needy, and ready to crave ; 
Be wilful to kill, and unskilful to store, 
And look for no foison, I tell thee before. 

5. Lay dirt up on heaps, fair yard to be seen. 
If frost will abide it, to field with it clean. 
In winter a fallow some love to bestow. 
Where pease for the pot they intend for to sow. 

6. Dig garden, stroy mallow, now may ye at ease, 
And set, as a dainty, thy runcival pease ; 

Go cut and set roses, chuse aptly fliy plot, 
The roots of the youngest are best to be got. 

7. In time go and bargain, lest worser do fall. 
For fuel, for making, for carriage and all ; 
Go buy at the stub, is the best for the buyer. 
More timely provision, the cheaper is fier. 

8. Some bumeth a load at a time in his hall. 

Some never leave burning, till burnt they have all. 
Such making of havock, without any wit. 
Make many poor souls without fier to sit. 
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9. If frost do continue, tliis lesson doth well. 
For comfort of cattle the fuel to fell : 
From every tree the superfluous boughs. 

Now prune for thy neat, thereupon to go browse. 

10. In pruning and trimming all manner of trees, 
Reserve to each cattle their properly fees. 

If snow do continue, sheep hardly that fare, 
Crave mistle and ivy for them for to spare. 

11. Now lop for thy fuel old pollenger grown. 
That hinder the com, or Uie grass to be mown. 
In lopping and felling, save edder and stake. 
Thine hedges, as needeth, to mend or to makel 

12. In lopping old locham, for fear of mishap, 
One bough stay unlopped, to cherish the sap : 
The second year after then boldly ye may, 
For dripping his fellows that bough cut away. 

13. Such fuel, as standing a late ye have bought. 
Now fell it and make it, and do as ye ought : 
Give charge to the hewers (that many things mars) 
To hew out for crotches, for poles and for jpars. 

14. If hop-yard or orchard ye mean for to have. 
For hop-poles and crotches in lopping go save ; 
Which husbandly spared may serve at a push, 
And stop, by so having, two gaps with a bush. 

15. From Christmas, till May be well entered in. 
Some cattle wax faint, and look poorly and thin ; 
And chiefly when prime grass at first doth appear. 
Then most is the danger of all the whole year. 
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16. Take verjuice and heat it, a pint for a cow. 
Bay salt, a handful, to rub tongue ye wot how : 
That done, with the salt let her drink off the rest; 
This many times raiseth the feeble up best. 

17. By brambles and bushes^ in pasture too full. 
Poor sheep be in danger, and loseth their wool : 
Now therefore thy ewe upon lambing so near, 
Desireth in pastiure, that all may be clear. 

18. Leave grubbing or pulling of bushes, my son. 
Till timely thy fences require to be done. 
Then take of the best, for to furnish thy turn, 
And home with the rest, for the fier to bum. 

19. In every green, if the fence be not thine. 
Now stub up the bushes, the grass to be fine. 
Lest neighbour do daily so hack them, belive. 
That neither thy bushes, nor pasture can thrive. 

20. In ridding of pasture, with turfs that lie by 
Fill every hole up as close as a die : 

The labour is litUe, the profit is gay. 
Whatever the loitering labourers say. 

*21 . The sticks and the stones go gather up clean. 
For hurting of scythe, or for harming of green. 
For fear of Hugh Prowler, get home with the rest. 
When frost is at hardest, then carriage is best. 

22. Young broom, or good pasture thy ewes do re- 
quire, 
Warm barth, and in safety, their lambs do desire : 
Look often well to them, for foxes and dogs. 
For pits, and for brambles, for vermin, and hogs. 
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23. More dainty the lamb, the more worth to be sold. 
The sooner the better for ewe that is old ; 

But if ye do mind, to have milk of the dame, 
Till May do not sever the lamb fro the same. 

24. Calves likely that come between Christmas and 

Lent, 
Take huswife to rear, or else after repent. 
Of such as do fall between change and the prime, 
No rearing, but sell, or go kill them in time. 

25. House calf, and go suckle it twice in a-day, 
And after a while, set it water and hay : 
Stake ragged to rub on, — no such as will bend, 
Then wean it, well tended, at fifty days' end. 

26. The senior weaned his younger shall teach, 
Both how to drink water, and hay for to reach ; 
More stroken and made of, when aught it doth ail, 
More gentle ye make it, for yoke or the pail. 

27. Good milch cow, well fed, and that is fair and 

sound. 
Is yearly for profit as good as a pound : 
And yet by the year, have I proved ere now. 
As good to the purse is a sow as a cow. 

28. Keep one and keep both, with as little a cost, 
Then all shall be saved, and nothing be lost : 
Both having together, what profit is caught. 
Good huswives (I warrant ye) need not be taught. 

29. For lamb, pig, and calf, and for other the like. 
Tithe so, as thy cattle the Lord do not strike : 
Or if ye deal guilefully, parson will drive, 
And so to yourself a worse turn ye may give. 
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30. Remember thy hop-yard, if season be dry, 
Now dig it and weed it, and so let it lie. 
More fenny the layer, the better his lust, 

Mpre apt to bear hops, when it crumbles like dust. 

31. To arbour begun and quicksetted about. 
No poling or wadling, till set be far out : 
For rotten and aged may stand for a shew. 
But hold to their tackling there do but a few. 

32. In January, husband that poucheth the groats, 
Will break up his ley, or be sowing of oats. 
Oats sowen in January lay by the wheat, 

In May by the hay, for the cattle to eat. 

33. Who breaketh up timely his fallow or ley, 
Sets forward his husbandry, many a way : 
This trimly well ended doth forwardly bring, 
Not only thy tillage, but all other thing. 

34. Though ley land ye break up, when Christmas is 

gone. 
For sowing of barley, or oats thereupon ; 
Yet haste not to fallow, till March be begun. 
Lest afterward wishing it had been undone. 

35. Such land as ye break up, for barley to sow, 
Two earths at the least, ere ye sow it, bestow, 
If land be thereafter, set oating apart, 

And follow this lesson to comfort thine heart. 

36. Some, breaking up ley, soweth oats to begin, 
To suck out the moisture so soiir therein ; 
Yet oats with her sucking a peeler is found, 

' Both ill to the master, and worse to some ground. 
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37. Land arable driven or worn to the proof, 
It craveth some rest for thy profit's behoof; 
With oats ye may sow if, the sooner to grass. 
More soon to be pasture, to bring it to pass. 

Thtis endeth January's Hmhandfy. 



% FEBRUARY'S ABSTRACT. 

1. Eat etch, ere ye plough. 
With hog, sheep, and cow. 
Sow lentils ye may, 

And peason grey. 
Keep white unsown. 
Till more be known. 

2. Sow pease, good trull, 
The moon past full. 
Fine seeds then sow. 
Whilst moon doth grow. 

3. Boy, follow the plough, 
And harrow enough : 
So harrow ye shall, 
Till cover'd be all. 

4. Late sown sore noyeth ; 
Late ripe hog stroyeth. 

5. Some provender save. 
For plough-horse to have. 
To oxen that draw. 
Give hay, and not straw. 
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To steers ye may. 
Mix straw with hay. 

6. Much carting, ill tUlage, 
Makes some to fly village. 

7. Use cattle aright, 

To keep them in plight. 

8. Good quickset buy, 
Old gathered will die. 

9. Stick boughs a row. 
Where runcivals grow. 

10. Sow mustard seed, 
And help to kill weed. 
Where sets do grow, 
See nothing ye sow. 

11. Cut vines and osier. 
Plash hedge of enclosure. 
Feed highly thy swan. 
To love her good man. 
Nest high, I advise, 
Lest flood do arise. 

12. Land meadow spare; 
There dung is good ware, 

13. Go strike off the knolls 
Of delving moles. 
Such hillocks in vain, 
Lay levelled plain. 

14. Poor cattle crave 
Some shift to have. 

15. Cow little giveth. 
That hardly liveth. 

16. Rid barley all now 
Clean out of thy mow. 
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Choice seed out draw, 
Save cattle the straw. 
1 ?• To coast, man, ride, 
Lent stuff to provide. 

TTius endeth February's Abstract^ agreeing with 
' February's Husba/ndry. 



^ OTHER SHORT REMEMBRANCES. 

Let wheat and the rye. 
For thresher still lie. 
Such straw some save, 
For thatcher to have. 

Keep sheep out of briers. 
Keep beast out of miers. 
Keep lambs from fox. 
Else shepherd go box. 

Now set for thy pot. 
Best herbs to be got. 
For flowers go set, 
All sorts ye can get. 

As winter doth prove, 
So may ye remove. 
Now all things rear, 
For all the year. 

1»ABT I. F 
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Watch ponds, go look 
To weels and hook. 
Knaves seld repent 
To steal in Lent. 

Airs fish they get. 
That Cometh to net. 
Who muck regards 
Makes hillocks in yards. 

Here ends FehnmrxfB short Remembrances. 



t FEBRUARY'S HUSBANDRY. 

Feb, fill the dike. Forgotten month past, 

With what thou dost like. Do now at the last. 

1. Go plow in the stuhble, for now is the season 
For sowing of vetches, of beans, and of peason. 
Sow runcivals timely, and all that be grey ; 
But sow not the white, till St. Gregory's day. 

2. Sow peason and beans in the wane of the moon, 
Who soweth them sooner, he soweth too soon. 
That they wilh the planet may rest and arise. 
And flourish, with bearing most plentiful wise. 

3. Friend, harrow in time, by some manner of means, 
Not only thy peason, but also thy beans; 
Unharrowed die, being buried in clay. 

Where harrowed flourish as flowers in Ma)'. 



d by Google 



FEBRXTAIIY'S HUSBANDBT. 67 

4. Hare eye unto harvest, whatever ye sow. 
For fear of mischances, by riping too slow ; 
Lest com be destroyed, contrary to right. 
By hogs or by cattle, by day or by night. 

5. Good provender labouring horses would have, 
Good hay and good plenty plough-oxen do crave. 
To hale out thy muck, and to plough up thy ground. 
Or else it may hinder thee many a pound. 

6. Who slacketh his tillage, a carter to be. 

For groat got abroad, at home lose shall three ; 
And so by his doing, he brings out of heart. 
Both land for the corn, and horse for the cart. 

7. Who abuseth his cattle, and starves them for meat, 
By carting or ploughing his gain is not great : 
Where he that with labour can use them aright, 
Hath gain to his comfort, and cattle in plight. 

8. Buy quickset at market, new gathered and small, 
Buy bushes or willow, to fence it withal : 

Set willows to grow, in the stead of a stake. 
For cattle in summer a shadow to make. 

9. Stick plenty of boughs among runcival pease. 
To climber thereon, and to branch at their ease ; 
So doing, more tender and greater they wex. 

If peacock and turkey leave jobbing their hex. 

10. Where banks be amended and newly up-cast. 
Sow mustard-aeed, after a shower be past. 
Where plots full of nettles be noisome to eye. 
Sow thereupon hemp-seed, and nettle will die. 
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1 1 . The vines and the osiers cut, and go set. 
If grape be unpleasant, a better go get. 

Feed swan, and go make her up strongly a nest,' 
For fear of a flood good and high is the best. 

12. Land -meadow that yearly is spared for hay. 
Now fence it, and spare it, and dung it ye may- 
Get mole-catcher cunningly mole for to kill. 
And harrow, and cast abroad every hill. 

13. Where meadow or pasture to mow ye do lay. 
Let mole be dispatched, some manner of way : 
Then cast abroad mole-hill, as flat as ye can. 
For many commodities following then. 

14. Friend, alway let this be a part of thy care. 
For shift of good pasture, lay pasting to spare. 
So have you good feeding in bushets and leaze,^ 
And quickly safe flndmg q{ cattle at ease. 

15. Where cattle may run about roving at will, 
From pasture to pasture, poor belty to flll ; 
There pasture and cattle, both hungry and bare. 
For want of good husbandry worser do fare. 

16. Now thresh out thy barley, for malt or for seed. 
For bread-corn, if need be, to serve as shall need : 
If work for the thresher ye mind for to have, 

Of wheat and of meslin, imthreshed go save. 

17. Now timely for Lent stuff thy money disburse. 
The longer ye tarry, for profit the worse ; 

If one penny vantage be therein to save. 
Of coastman or Fleming be siier to have. 

Thtts endeth Fehrwmfs Husbandry, 
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f MARCH'S ABSTRACT. 

1 . White peason sow, 
Scare hungry crow. 

2. Spare meadow for hay, 
Spare marshes at May. 

3. Keep sheep from dog-, 
Keep lamhs from hog : 
If foxes mouse them. 
Then watch, or house them. 

4. March dry or wet, 
Hop-ground go set. 
Young roots well drest, 
Prove ever best. 
Grant hop great hill, 
To grow at will. 

5. Here learn the way, 
Hop roots to lay. 

6. Roots best to prove, 
Thus set I love. 

7. Leave space and room, 
To hillock to come. 

8. Of hedge and willow. 
Hop makes his pillow. 
Good bearing hop. 
Climbs up to the top. 
Keep hop from sun. 
And hop is undone. 

9. Hop tools procure. 
That may endure. 
Iron crow, like a stake. 
Deep hole to make. 
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A scraper to pare. 
The earth about bare. 
A hone, to raise root, 
lAke sole of a boot. 

10. Who graffing loves, 
Now gi*affing proves. 
Of every suit, 
Graff dainty fruit. 
Graff good fruit all. 
Or graff not at all. 

11. Graff soon may be lost. 
Both graffing and cost. 
Learn here, take heed. 
What counsel doth bid. 

12. Sow barley that can. 
Too soon ye shall ban. 
Let horse keep his o^vn. 
Till barley be sown. 
Sow even thy land; 
With plentiful hand : 
Sow over and under. 

In clay is no wonder. 

13. By sowing in wet. 
Is little to get. 

14. Straight follow the plough. 
And harrow enough. 
With sling go throw. 

To scare away crow. 

15. Roll, after a dew. 
When barley doth shew ; 
More handsome to make it. 
To mow and to rake it. 
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16. Learn here ye may, 
Best harrowing way. 

17. Now roll thy wheat, 
Where clods be too great. 

18. Make ready a plot. 
For seeds for the pot. 

19. Best searching minds, 
The best way finds. 

20. For garden best. 

Is south, south-west. 

21. Good tilth brings seeds, 
111 tilture, weeds. 

22. For summer sow now. 
For winter see how. 

23. Learn time to know. 
To set, or sow. 

24. Young plants soon die, 
That grow too dry. 

25. In country doth rest, 
What season is best. 

26. Good peason and leeks. 
Make pottage for creeks. 

27. Have spoon-meat enough. 
For cart and the plough. 
Good poor man's fare 

Is poor man's care ; 
And not to boast 
Of sod and roast. 

Thus endeth Marches Abstract^ agreeing with March's 
HfMtbandry, 
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% OTHER SHORT REMEMBRANCES. 



Where horse did harrow. 
Put stones in barrow ; 
And lay them by, 
In heaps oh high. 

Let ox once fat. 
Lose nothing of that. 
Look twice a day, 
Lest lambs decay. 

Wish doves good luck. 
Rear goose and duck. 
To spare aright. 
Spare March his flight. 



t MARCH'S HUSBANDRY. 

March dost to be sold, Forgotton month past. 

Worth ransom of gold. Do now at the last. 

White pea8on,both good for the pot and the purse. 
By sowing too timely, prove often the worse. 
Because they be tender, and hateth the cold ; 
Prove March ere ye sow them, for being too bold. 

Spare meadow at Gregory, marshes at Pasque, 
For fear of dry summer no longer time ask. 
Then hedge them and ditch them, bestow thereon 

pence, — 
Corn, meadow, and pasture, ask alway good fence. 
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3. Of mastiffs and mongrels that many we see, 
A number of thousands too many there be : 
Watch therefore in Lent, to thy sheep go and look, 
For dogs will have victuals, by hook or by crook. 

4. In March at the farthest, dry season or wet, 
Hop-roots so well chosen let skilful go set. 
The goeler and younger, the better I love ; 
Well gutted and pared, the better they prove. 

5. Some layeth them, cross-wise, along in the ground, 
As high as the knee they do cover up round. 
Some prick up a stick in the midst of the same. 
That little round hillock the better to frame. 

6. Some maketh a hollowness half a foot deep. 
With foiir sets in it, set slant- wise asteep ; 
One foot from another in order to lie, 
And thereon a hillock, as round as a pie. 

7. Five foot from another each hillock would stand. 
As straight as a levelled line with the hand : 
Let every hillock be four feet wide. 

The better to come to on every side. 

8. By willows that groweth thy hop-yard without. 
And also by hedges thy meadows about, 

Good hop hath a pleasure to climb and to spread, 
If sun may have passage to comfort her head. 

9. Get crow made of iron, deep hole for to make, 
With cross overthwart it, as sharp as a stake, 
A hone and a parer, like sole of a boot. 

To pare away grass, and to raise up the root. 
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10. In March is good graffing, the skilful do know. 
So long as the wind in the east do not hlow : 
From moon being changed, till past be the prime. 
For graffing and cropping is very good time. 

11. Things gi*a£fed or planted, the greatest and least. 
Defend against tempest, the bird, and the beast ; 
Defended shall prosper, the t'other is lost. 

The thing with the labour, the time and the cost. 

12. Sow barley in March, in April, and May, 
The later in sand, and the sooner in clay. 
What worser for barley, than wetness and cold ? 
What better to skilful, than time to be bold? 

13. Who soweth his barley too soon, or in rain. 
Of oats and of thistles shall after complain : 

I- speak not of May- weed, of cockle and such. 
That noyeth the barley, so often and much. 

14. Let barley be harrowed finely as dust. 

Then workmanly trench it, and fence it ye must. 

This season well plied, set sowing an end. 

And praise and pray God a good harvest to send. 

15. Some rolleth their barley, straight after a rain, 
When first it appeareth, to level it plain : 
The bailey so used, the better doth grow. 
And handsome ye make it, at harvest to mow. 

16. Oats, barley, and pease, harrow after you sow ; 
For rye, harrow first, as already ye know : 
Leave wheat little clod for to cover the head. 
That after a frost it may out and go spread. 
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17. If clod in thy wheat will not break with the frost, 
If now ye do roll it, it quiteth the cost ; 

But see when ye roll it, the weather be dry. 
Or else it were better unrolled to lie. 

18. In March and in April, from morning to night. 
In sowing and setting good huswives delight : 
To have in a garden or other like plot, 

To trim up their house, and to furnish their pot. 

19. The nature of flowers dame Physic doth shew; 
She teacheth them all, to be known to a few. 
To set or to sow, or else sown to remove. 
How that should be practised, learn if ye love. 

20. Land falling or lying full south or south-west, 
For profit by tillage is lightly the best: 

So garden with orchard and hop-yard I find. 
That want the like benefit, grow out of kind. 

21 . If field to bear corn a good tillage doth crave. 
What think ye of garden, what garden would have? 
In field without cost be assured of weeds, 

In garden be siier thou losest thy seeds. 

22. At spring, for the summer, sow garden ye shall. 
At harvest, for winter, or sow not at all. 

Oft digging, removing, and weeding, ye see. 
Makes herb the more wholesome, and greater to be. 

23. Time fair, to sow or to gather be bold. 

But set or remove, when the weather is cold. 
Cut all thing or gather, the moon in the wane. 
But sow in encreasing, or give it his bane. 
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24. Now sets do ask watering with pot or with dish. 
New sown do not so, if ye do as I wish : 
Through cunning with dihhle, rake, mattock, and 

spade, 
By line, and hy level, trim garden is made. 

25. Who soweth too lateward, hath seldom good seed. 
Who soweth too soon, little better shall speed. 
Apt time and the season so diverse to hit, 

Let air and layer help practice and wit. 

26. Now leeks are in season, for pottage full good. 
And spareththe milch-cow, and purgeth the blood : 
These having with peason for pottage in Lent, 
Thou sparest both oatmeal, and bread to be spent. 

27. Though never so much a good huswife doth care. 
That such as do labour have husbandly fare : 
Yet feed them and cram them, till purse do lack 

chink, 
" No spoon-meat, no bellyful," labourers think. 

Thus endeth Marches Husbandry, 



f APRIL'S ABSTRACT. 

1. When tilth ploughs break. 
Poor cattle cries creak. 

2. One day ere ye plough, 
Spread compas enough. 

3. Some fodder buyeth 
In fen where it lieth. 
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4. Thou champion wight. 
Have cow-meat for night. 

5. Set hop his pole, 
Make deep the hole. 

6. First, bark go and sell. 
Ere timber ye fell. 

7. Fence coppice in. 
Ere hewers begin. 

8. The straightest ye know. 
For staddles let grow. 

9. Crab-tree preserve, 
For plough to serve. 

10. Get timber out, 
Ere yeai* go about. 

1 1 . Some countries lack plough-meat, 
And some do want cow-meat. 

12. Small commons and bare 
Yields cattle ill fare. 

13. Come home from land. 
With stone in hand. 

14. Man cow provides, — 
Wife dairy guides. 

15. Slut Cisley, untaught, 
Hath whitemeat naught. 

16. Some bringeth in gains, 
Some loss beside pains, 

17. Kun, Ciss, fault known. 
With more than thine own. 
Such mistress, such Nan, 
Such master, such man. 

I'hus endeth April's Abstract^ agr eing with April's 
Husbandry, 
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f APRIL'S HUSBANDRY. 

Sweet April showen. Forgotten month put, 

Do spring May flowers. Do now at the IsMt. 

1 . If April be dripping, then do I not hate, 
(For him that hath little) his fallowing late ; 
Else otherwise, fallowing timely is best. 
For saving of cattle, of plough, and the rest. 

2. Be siier of plough to be ready at hand, 

Ere compas ye spread, that on hillocks did stand ; 
Lest drying, so lying, do make it decay, 
Ere ever much water do wash it away. 

3. Look now to provide ye of meadow for hay. 
If fens be undrowned, there cheapest ye may ; 
In fen for the bullock, for horse not so well. 
Count best, the best cheap, wheresoever ye dwell. 

4. Provide ye of cow-meat for cattle at night. 
And chiefly where commons lie far out of sight ; 
Where cattle lie tied, without any meat, 

That profit by dairy can never be great. 

5. Get into thy hop-yaixi with plenty of poles. 
Among those same hillocks divide them by doles. 
Three poles to a hillock (I pass not how long). 
Shall yield thee more profit, set deeply and strong. 

6. Sell bark to the tanner, ere timber ye fell. 
Cut low by the ground, or else do ye not well. 
In'breaking save crooked for mill and for ships ; 
And ever, in hewing, save carpenter's chips. 
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7. First see it well fenced, ere hewers begin, 
Then see it well staddled, without and within. 
Thus being preserved and husbandly done, 
Shall sooner raise profit to thee or thy son. 

8. Leave growing for staddles the likest and best, 
Though seller and buyer dispatched the rest. 
In bushes, in hedge-row, in grove, and in wood, 
This lesson observed is needful and good. 

9. Save elm, ash, and crab tree, for cart and for plough. 
Save step for a stile of the crotch of the bough : 
Save hazel for forks, save sallow for rake ; 
Save hulver and thorn, thereof flail for to make. 

10. Make riddance of carriage, ere year go about. 
For spoiling of plant, that is newly come out. 
To carter (with oxen) this message I bring, — 
Leave oxen abroad, for annoying the spring. 

IL Allowance of fodder some countries do yield, 
As good for the cattle as hay in the field. 
Some mow up their headlands and plots among 

corn, 
And driven to leave nothing unmown or unshorn. 

12. Some commons are barren, the nature is such, 
And some overlayeth the common too much. 
The pestered commons small profit doth give, 
And profit as little some reap, I believe. 

13. Where stones be too many, annoying thy land. 
Make servant come home with a stone in his hand : 
By daily so doing, have plenty ye shall. 

Both handsome for paving, and good for a wall. 
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14. From April beginning, till Andrew be past. 
So long with good huswife her dairy doth last ; 
Good milch-cow and pastm*e good husbands 

provide, 
The res'due good huswives know best how to 
guide. 

15. Ill huswife, unskilful to make her own cheese, 
Through trusting of others hath this for her fees : 
Her milk-pan and cream-pot soslabber'd and sost. 
That butter is wanting, and cheese is half lost. 

16. Where some of a cow do raise yearly a pound. 
With such seely huswives, no penny is found. 
Then dairy-maid Cisley, her fault being known. 
Away, apace, trudgeth, with more than her own. 

17. Then neighbour, for God's sake, if any you see. 
Good servant for dairy-house, waine her to me. 
Such master such man, and such mistress such 

maid. 
Such husband and huswife, such houses array'd. 

Thm endeth April's Htishandry. 



% MAY'S ABSTRACT. 

1. Five ewes allow. 
To every cow. 

2. Beat hard in the reed. 
Where house hath need. 



d by Google 



may's abstbact. 81 



3. Leave cropping from May 
To Michaelmas-day. 

Let ivy be killed, 

Else tree will be spilled. 

4. Now threshers warn. 
To rid ,the bam. 

5. Be sure of hay 
Till th' end of May. 

6. Let sheep fill flank. 
Where com is too rank. 
In woodland lever, 

In champion never. 

7. To weeding away. 
As soon as ye may. 

8. For corn, here read. 
What naughty weed. 

9. Who weeding slacketh. 
Good husbandry lacketh. 

10. Sow peasecods some. 
For harvest to come. 

11. Sow hemp and flax. 
That spinning lacks. 

12. Teach hop to climb, 
For now it is time. 

13. Through fowls and weeds 
Poor hop ill speeds. 

Cut off or crop 
Superfluous hop. 
The titters or tine 
Makes hop to pine. 

14. Some raketh their wheat, 
With rake that is great : 

PART I. o 
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So titters and tine. 
Be gotten out fine. 

15. Now sets do crave 
Some weeding to have. 

16. Now drain as ye like. 
Both fen and dike. 

17. Watch bees in May 
For swarnuDg away : 
Both now and in June, 
Mark master bee's tune. 

18. Set Jack and Joan,. 
To gather up stone. 

19. To grass with thy calves. 
Take nothing to hakvee. 

20. Be sure thy neat 
Have water and meat. 

21. By tainting^ of ground, 
Destruction is found. 

22. Now carriage get. 
Home fuel to fet. 
Tell faggot and billet 
For filching gillet. 

23. In summer for fidng 
Let city be buying. 
Mark collier's packing. 
Lest coals be lacking. 

24. Let nodding patch, 
Go sleep a snatch. 

25. Wife as you will. 
Now ply your still. % 
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26. Fine basil sow. 
In a pot to grow. 
Fine seeids sow now, 
Before ye saw how. 

Thw endeth Mcn/s Abstract^ a^edng n%ih May*$ 
Husbandry. 



t MAY'S HUS'BANDRY. 

Cold May and windy, Forgotten nmrth past. 

Bam flllatb «p finely. Do now at the laat. 

1 . FrrE ewes to a cow, make a proof by a score, 
Shall double thy dairy, else trust me no more : 
Yet may a good huswife that knoweth the skill. 
Have mixt or unmixt, at her pleasure and will. 

2. Where houses be reeded (as houses have need). 
Now pare off the moss, and go beat in the reed : 
The juster ye drive it, the smoother and plain. 
More handsome ye make it, to shut off the rain. 

3. From May till October, leave cropping, for why ? 
In woodsere whatever thou croppest will die : 
Where ivy embraceth the tree very sore, 

Kill ivy, or else tree will addle no more. 

4. Keep threshing for thresher till May be come in, 
To have to be sder fresh chaff in the bin ; 

And somewhat to seamble for hog and for hen, 
And work, when it raineth, for k}itering men. 
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5. Be Slier of haj, and of provender some, 
For labouring cattle, till pasture be come. 
And if ye do mind, to have nothing to ster ve, 
Have one thing or other for all things to serve. 

6. Ground compassed well, and a following year. 
If wheat or thy barley too rank do appear ; 
Now eat it with sheep, or else mow it ye may. 
For ledging, and so to the birds for a prey. 

7. In May get a weed-hook, a crotch and a glove. 
And weed out such weeds, as the com doth not 

love. 
For weeding of winter com, now it is best, 
But June is the better for weeding the rest. 

8. The May-weed doth burn, and the thistle doth 

fret; 
The fitches pull downward both rye and the wheat : 
The brake and the cockle be noisome too much ; 
Yet like unto boodle, no weed there is such. 

9. Slack never thy weeding, for dearth nor for cheap. 
The com shall reward it, ere ever ye reap ; 
And specially where ye do trust for to seed. 

Let that be well used, the better to speed. 

10. Who peasecods would gather, to have with the 

last. 
To serve for his household, till harvest be past. 
Must sow them in May, in a comer ye shall, 
Where through so late growing no hindrance 

may fall. 
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11. Good flax and good hemp to have of her own, 
In May a good huswife will see it be sown ; 
And afterwards trim it, to serve at a need. 
The fimble to spin, and the carl for her seed. 

12. Get into thy hop-yard, for now it is time. 

To teach Robin Hop on his pole how to climb : 

To follow the sun, as his property is. 

And weed him and trim him, if aught go amiss. 

13. Grass, thistle, and mustard-seed, hemlock, and 

bur. 
Tine, mallow, and nettle, that keep such a stir ; 
With peacock and turkey, that nibbles off top. 
Are very ill neighbours to seely poor hop. 

14. From wheat go and rake out the titters or tine. 
If ear be not forth, it will nse again fine : 

Use now in thy rye, little raking or none, 
Break tine from his root, and so let it alone. 

15. Banks newly quicksetted some weeding do crave. 
The kindlier nourishment thereby to have ; 
Then after a shower, to weeding a snatch. 
More easily weed with the root to dispatch. 

16. The fen and the quagmire, so marish be kind. 
And are to be drained, now win to thy mind ; 
Which yearly undrained, and suffered uncut, 
Annoyeth the meadows, that thereon do 'but. 

17. Take heed to thy bees, that are ready to swarm. 
The loss thereof now is a crown's worth of harm ; 
Let skilful be ready, and diligence seen. 

Lest being too careless, thou losest thy been. 
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18. Let children be faired to lay to tibeir bones. 
From fallow, as needetfa, to gfitber up stones. 
What wisdom for profit adviseth unto, 

That, *^ husband and huswife must willingij do. 

1 9. To grass with thy calves in some meadow-plot naar. 
Where neither their mothers may see them, nor 

hear: 
Where water is plenty, and barth to sit warm. 
And look well unto them, for taking of harm. 

20. Pinch never thy weunels of water or meat. 
If ever ye hope for to have them good neat. 
In summer-time, dally, in winter, in frost. 
If cattle lack drink, they be utterly l(>st. 

21. For coveting much overlay not thy ground, 
And then shall thy cattle be lusty and sound ; 
But pinch them of pasture, while summer doth last. 
And lift at their tails, ere an winter be past. 

22. Get home with thy fuel, made ready to fet. 
The sooner the easier carriage to get : 

Or otherwise linger the carriage thereon. 
Till (where as ye left it) a quarter be gone. 

23. His firing, in summer, let citizen Buy, 

Lest buying, in winter, make purse for to cry : 
For carman and collier harp both on a string. 
In winter they cast to be with thee to bring. 

24. From May to mid August, an hoiir or two. 
Let Patch sleep a snatch, howsoever ye do : 
Though sleeping one hour refresheth his song. 
Yet trust not Hob Grouthead, for sleeping too long. 
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25. The knowledge of stilling is one pretty feat. 
The waters he wholesome, the charges not g^eat : 
What timely thou gettest, while summer doth last, 
Think winter will help thee to spend it as fast. 

26. Fine basil desireth it may be her lot, 

To grow as the gilliflower, trim in a pot ; 

That ladies and gentles for whom she doth q^rve, 

May help her, as needeth, poor life to preserve. 

ITius endeth May's Husbandry. 



f JUNE»S ABSTRACT. 

1. Wash sheep for to shear. 
That sheep may go bare. 

2. Though fleece ye take. 
No patches make. 

3. Shear lambs no whit, 
Or shear not yet. 

4. If meadow be grown. 
Let meadow be mown. 

5. Plough early ye may. 
And then cany hay. 

6. 'Tis good to be known, 
To have all of thine own. 
Who goeth a borrowing, 
Goeth a sorrowing. 

7. See cart in plight. 
And all things light. 
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8. Make dry over-head, 
Both hoyel and shed. 

9. Of hovel make slack. 
For pease on his back. 

10. In champion some 
Wants elbow room. 

11. Let wheat and rye, 
*" In house lie dry. 

12. Buy turf and sedge. 
Or else break hedge. 

1 3. Good store-house needful. 
Well order'd speedful. 

14. Thy bams repair. 
Make floor fair. 

1 5. Such shrubs as noy. 
In summer destroy. 

16. Swinge brambles and brakes, 
Get forks and rakes. 

17. Spare headlands some. 
Till harvest come. 

18. Cast ditch and pond. 
To lay upon land. 



A Lesson of Hop-yard, 

19. Where hops will grow. 
Here leam to know : 
Hops many will come. 
In a rood of room. 

20. Hops hate the land 
With gravel and sand. 



d by Google 



JTTNE's HXrSBANDBT. 89 

21. The rotten mould, 
For hop is worth gold. 

22. The sun south-west. 
For hop-yard is best. 

23. Hop-plot once found, 
Now dig the ground. 

24. Hops favoureUi malt. 
Hops thrift doth exalt. 
Of hops more read. 
As time shall need. 

Thus endeth June^B Abstract, agreeing unth June's 
Husbandry^ 



% JUNE»S HUSBANDRY. 

Calm weather in Jane, Forgotten month paet. 

Com BetM in tnne. Do now at the laat. 

1 . Wash sheep, for the better, where water doth run, 
And let him go cleanly, and dry in the sun : 
Then shear him, and spare not, at two days an end. 
The sooner the better his corps will amend. 

2. Reward not thy sheep, when ye take off his coat, 
With twitches and patches as broad as a groat ; 
Let not such ungentleness happen to thine, 
Lest fly with her gentils do make it to pine. 

3. Let lambs go undipped, till June be half worn. 
The better the fleeces will grow to be shorn : 
The Pye will discharge thee for pulling the rest ; 
The lighter the sheep is, then feedeth it best. 
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4. If meadow be forward, be mowing of some. 
But mow as the makers may well overcome. 
Take heed to the weather, tiie wind, and the sky. 
If danger approacheth, then ^ cock apace" cry. 

5. Plough early till ten a*clock, then to thy hay. 
In ploughing and carting so profit ye may. 
By little and little thuS' doing ye win. 

That plough shall not hinder, when harrest 
comes in. 

6. Provide of thy own, to have all things at hand. 
Lest work and the workman unoccupied stand : 
LoTC seldom to borrow, that thinkest to save. 
For he that once lendeth, twice looketh to have. 

7. Let cart be well searched, without and within. 
Well clouted and greased, ere hay-time begin : 
Thy hay being carried, though carter had sworn, 
Cart*s bottom, well boarded, is saving of corn. 

8. Good husbands that lay to save all things upright. 
For tumbrels and cart have a shed ready dight. 
Where under, the hog may in winter lie warm ; 
To stand so enclosed, as wind do no harm. 

9. So likewise a hovel will serve for a room. 

To stack on the peason, when harvest shall come ; 
And serve thee in winter moreover than that. 
To shut up thy porklings, thou mindest to fat. 

10. Some bam -room have little, and yard-room as 
much. 
Yet com in the field appertaineth to such : 
Then hovels or ricks they are forced to make, 
Abroad or at home, for necessity's sake. 
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] 1. Make siier of bread-ocnrn of all otiier grain. 

Lie dry and well look'd to, for mouse and for rain ; 
Though fitches and pease, and sudi other as they, 
For pestering too much, on a hovel ye lay. 

] 2. With whins or with furzes thy hovel renew, 
For turf and for sedge, for to hake and to hrew ; 
For charcoal and sea-coal, as also for thack. 
For tall-wood and hillet, as yearly ye lack. 

13. What husbandly husbands, except they be fools, 
But handsome have store-house, for trinkets and 

tools? 
And all in good order, fast locked to lie. 
Whatever is needful to find by and by. 

14. Thy houses and bams would be looked upon. 
And all things amended, ere harvest come on: 
Things thus set in order, in quiet and rest. 
Shall further thy harvest, and pleasure thee best. 

15. The bushes and thorn, with the shrubs Uiat do noy. 
In woodsere or summer cut down to destroy : 
But whereas decay to the tree ye will none. 
For danger in woodsere let hacking alone. 

16. At midsummer, down with the brambles and 

brakes. 
And after, abroad, with thy forks and thy rakes. 
Set mowers a mowing, where meadow is grown. 
The longer now standing, the worse to be mown. 

17. Now down with the grass upon headlands about. 
That groweth in shadow so rank and so stout ; 
But grass upon headland of barley and pease, 
When harvest is ended, go mow if ye please. 
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18. Such muddy deep ditches, and pits in the field, 
That all a dry summer no water will yield ; 
By fying and casting that mud upon heaps. 
Commodities many the hushandman reaps. 



A LESSON WHERE AND WHEN TO PLANT GOOD 
HOP-YARD. 

19. Whom fancy perswadeth among other crops, 
To have for his spending sufficient of hops ; 
Must willingly follow, of choices to choose. 
Such lessons approved as skilful do use. 

20. Ground gravelly, sandy, and mixed with clay. 
Is naughty for hops, any manner of way ; 

Or if it be mingled with rubbish and stone, 
For dryness and barrenness let it alone. 

21. Choose soil for the hop of the rottenest mould. 
Well dunged and wrought, as a garden plot should : 
Not far from the water (but not overflown). 
This lesson well noted is meet to be known. 

22. The sun in the south, or else southly and west. 
Is joy to the hop, as a welcomed guest ; 

But wind in the north, or else northerly east. 
To hop is as ill, as a fray in a feast. 

23. Meet plot for a hop-yard once found, as is told. 
Make thereof account, as of jewel of gold: 
Now dig it, and leave it the sun for to burn. 
And afterward fence it, to serve for that turn. 
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24. The hop for his profit, I thus do exalt, 

It strengtheneth drink, and it favoureth malt : 
And being well brewed, long kept it will last. 
And drawing abide, if ye draw not too fast. 



t JULY'S ABSTRACT. 

1 . Go, sirs, and away, 
To ted, and make hay. 
If storms draw nigh. 
Then " cock apace" cry. 

2. Let hay still bide. 
Till well it be dried. 
Hay made away carry. 
No longer then tarry. 

3. Who best way titheth, 
He best way thriveth. 

4. Two good hay-makers. 
Worth twenty crakers. 

5. Let dallops about. 

Be mown, and had out. 
See hay do look green. 
See field ye rake clean. 

6. Thry fallow, I pray thee. 
Lest thistles bewray thee. 

7. Cut off, good wife, 
Kipe bean with a knife. 

8. Kipe hemp out cull. 
From carl to pull. 
Let seed hemp grow. 
Till more ye know. 
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9, Dry flax get in, 
For sfAnners to spin. 
Now mow or plu^. 
Thy brank or buck. 

10. Some wormwood save. 
For March to have. 

11. Mflciic ph3rBic tree; 

Of wormwood and rue. 

12. Get grist to the mill. 
For wanting at will. 

Thm endeth Jidifs Abstrctcty agreeing with July's 
Hwhaniiry, 



f JULY'S HUSBANDRY. 

No tempest, good July, Forgotten month past, 

Lest corn look va\y. Do no^ at the last. 

1. Go muster thy servants, be cs^tain thyself. 
Providing them weapon, and other like pelf: 
Get bottles and wallets, keep field in the heat. 
The fear is as much, as the danger is great. 

2. With tossing and raking and setting on cocks, 
Grass lately in swathes is hay for an ox : 
That done, go and cart it, and have it away. 
The battle is fought, ye have gotten the day. 

3. Pay justly thy tithes, whatsoever thou be. 
That God may in blessing send foison to thee : 
Though vicar be bad, or the parson as evil. 
Go not for thy tithing thyself to the devil. 
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4. Let bay be well made, or etvise else avous. 
For moulding m mow, or of firing the bouse. 
Lay coarsest aside, for tbe ox and liie cow, 
The finest for sbeep and tb j gelding allow. 

5. Tben down with tbe beadland8,tbak growethabout, 
Leave never a dallop unmown and bad out ; 
Tbougb grass be but thin about barley and pease, 
Yet piclLed up clean, ye shall find therein ease. 

6. Thry fallow betime, for destroying of weed, 
Lest thistle and dock fall a blooming and seed : 
Such season may chance, it shall stand thee upon 
To till it again, ere an summer be gone. 

7. Not rend off*, but cut off* ripe bean with a knife. 
For hindering stalk other vegetive life. 

So gather the lowest, and leaving the top. 
Shall teach thee a triek for to double thy crop. 

8. Wife, pluck fi*o thy seed hemp the fimble hemp 

clean ; 
This looketh more yellow, the other more green : 
Use t'one for thy spinning, leaveMichell the toother. 
For shoe-thread and halter, for rope and such other. 

9. Now pluck up thy flax,, for the maidens to spin. 
But first see it dried, and timely got in : 

And mow up thy brank, and away with it dry. 
And house it up close, out of danger to lie. 
10. While wormwood hath seed^get a handful or twain. 
To save against March, to make flea to refrain : 
Where chamber is sweeped, and wormwood is 

strown. 
No flea, for his life, dare abide to be known. 
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11. What sayour is better, if physic be true. 

For places infected, than wormwood and rue ? 
It is as a comfort, for heart and the brain. 
And therefore to have it, it is not^in vain. 

12. Get grist to the mill, to have plenty in store. 
Lest miller lack water, as many do more. 

The meal the more yieldeth, if servant be true. 
And miller that tolleth, take none but his due. 

I7m8 endeth Jtdy'a Husbandry, 



t AUGUST'S ABSTRACT. 

1. Thby fallowing won. 
Get compassing done. 

2. In June, and in Au, 
Swinge brakes, (for a law). 

3. Pare saffron plot. 
Forget it not. 

His dwelling make trim, 
Look shortly for him. 
When harvest is gone. 
Then saffron comes on. 

4. A little of groimd 
Brings saffron a pound; 
The pleasure is fine. 
The profit is thine. 
Keep colour in drying. 
Well used, worth buying. 

5. Maids, mustard-seed reap. 
And lay on a heap. 
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6. Good neighbours in deed, 
Change seed for seed. 

7. Now strike up drum, 
Come, harvesUman, come. 
Take pain for a gain, 
One knave roars twain. 

8. Reap corn by the day. 
Lest corn do decay : 
By great is the cheaper. 
If trusty were reaper. 

9. Blow horn for sleepers. 
And cheer up thy reapers. 

10. Well doing who loveth, 
These harvest points proreth. 

11. Pay Gods part first, 
And not of the worst 

12. Now, parson, I say. 
Tithe carry away. 

13. Mow haulm to bum, 
To serve thy turn. 
To bake thy bread. 
To bum under lead. 

14. Mown haulm being dry, 
No longer let lie : 

Get home thy haulm. 
While weather is calm. 

15. Mown bftrley, less cost, 
HI mown much lost. 

16. Reap barley with sickle, 
That lies in ill pickle ; 
Let greenest stand. 
For making of band. 
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Bands made without dew, 
WiU hold but a few. 

17. Lay band to find her. 
Two rakes to a binder. 

18. Rake after scythe. 
And pay thy tithe, 
Com carried all. 
Then rake it ye shall. 

1 9. Let shock take sweat. 
Lest goff take heat : 
Yet it is best reascm, 
To take it in season. 

20. More often ye turn, 
More pease ye out spurn : 
Yet winnow them in. 
Ere carriage begin. 

21. Thy carting ply, 
While weather is dry. 

22. Bid goving climb, 
Gove just and trim. 
Lay wheat for seed. 
To come by at need. 
Seed-barley cast. 
To thresh out last. 

23. Lay pease upon stack, 
If hovel ye lack. 
And cover it straight. 
From doves that wait. 

24. Let gleaners glean, 
(The poor I mean.) 
Which ever ye sow, 
That first eat low : 
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The other forbear, 
For rowen to spare. 

25. Come home, lord, sin^g. 
Come home, corn bringing. 
'Tis merry in hall, 
Where beards wag alL 

26. Once had thy desire. 
Pay workman his hire: 
Let none be beguiled, 
Man, woman, nor child, 

27. Thank God ye shall, 
And adieu for all. 



WORKS AFTER HARVEST. 

28. Get tumbrel in hand, 
For barley land. 

29. The better the muck. 
The better good luck. 

30. Still carriage is good. 
For timber and wood. 
No longer delays. 

To mend the highways. 

31. Some love as a jewel. 
Well placing of fuel. 

32. In piling of logs. 
Make hovel for hogs. 

33. Such seed as ye sow. 
Such reap or else mow. 

34. Take shipping, or ride. 
Lent stuff to provide. 
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35. Let haberden lie. 
In pease-stxaw dry. 

36. "Wlien out ye ride. 
Leave a good guide. 

37. Some profit spy out. 
By riding about. 

Mark now thorough year. 
What cheap, what dear. 

38. Some skill doth well, 
To buy and to sell : 
Of thief who buyeth, 
In danger lieth. 

39. Commodity known, 
Abroad is blown. 

40. At first hand buy. 
At third let lie. 

41. Have money prest. 
To buy at the best. 

42. Some cattle home bring. 
For Michaelmas spring. 
By hawk and hound. 
Small profit is found. 

43. Dispatch, look home, 
To loitering mome. 
Provide, or repent. 
Milch cow for Lent. 

44. Now crone your sheep. 
Fat those ye keep. 
I^eave milking old cow, 
Fat aged up now. 

45. Sell butter and cheese. 
Good fairs few leese. 
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At fairs, go buy. 
Home wants to supply. 

46. If hops look brown. 
Go, gather them down. 

47. Of hops this knack, 
A many do lack : 
Once had thy will. 
Go cover his hill. 

48. Take hop to thy dole. 
But break not his pole. 

49. Learn here, thou stranger, 
To frame hop manger, 

50. Hop-poles preserve. 
Again to serve. 
Hop-poles, by and by, 
Lay safe up to dry. 
Lest poles wax scant. 
New poles go plant. 

51. The hop kiln-dried, 
Will best abide. 
Hops dried in loft, 
Ask tendance oft ; 
And shed their seeds. 
Much more than needs. 

52. Hops dried, small cost, 
111 kept, half lust. 
Hops quickly be spilt. 
Take heed if thou wilt. 

53. Some come, some go, 
This life is so. 

Tkvu endeth Augtisfa Abstract^ agreeing mth 
August's Husbandry, 



d by Google 



102 August's husbakdbt. 



If AUGUST'S HUSBANDRY. 

Dry Angoflt and wann, Forgotten month iwst, 

Doth harveft no hann. Do now at the last. 

1 . Thbt fallow once ended, go strike by and by 
Botb wbeat land and barley, and so let it lie ; 
And, as ye have leisu: e, go compas the same. 
When up ye do lay it, more fruitful to frame. 

2. Get down with thy brakes, ere an showers do come. 
That cattle the better may pasture have some : 
In June and in August, as well doth appear. 

Is best to mow brakes, of all times in the year. 

3. Pare saffron between the two St. Mary's days. 
Or set, or go shift it, that knowest the ways. 
What year shall I do it, more profit to yield ? 
The fourth in the garden, the third in the field. 

4. In having but forty foot workmanly dight. 
Take saffron enough for a Lord and a Knight. 
All winter time after, as practice doth teach. 
What plot have ye better for linen to bleach ? 

5. Maids, mustard- seed gather, for being too ripe. 
And weather it well, ere ye give it a stripe : 
Then dress it, and lay it in sollcr up sweet. 
Lest foistiness make it for table unmeet. 

6. Good huswives in summer will save their own seeds. 
Against the next year, as occasion needs : 

One seed for another to make an exchange. 
With fellowly neighbourhood, seemeth not strange. 
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7. Make suer of reapers, get harvest in hand, 
The corn that is ripe, doth but shed as it stand : 
Be thankful to God for His benefits sent. 

And willing to save it, with earnest intent. 

8. To let out thy harvest, by great or by day. 
Let this by experience lead thee the way : 

By great will deceive thee with lingering it out. 
By day will dispatch, and put all out of doubt. 

9. Grant harvest-lord more by a penny or two. 
To call on his fellows the better to do : 
Give gloves to thy reapers, a largess to cry. 
And daily to loiterers have a good eye. 

10. Reap well, scatter not, gather clean that is shorn, 
Bind fast, shock apace, have an eye to thy corn ; 
Load safe, carry home, follow time being fair, 
Gove just in the bam, it is out of despair. 

1 1 . Tithe duly and truly, with hearty good will. 
That God and His blessing may dwell with thee still ; 
Though Parson neglecteth his duty for this. 
Thank thou thy Lord God, and give every man his. 

12. Corn tithed, Sir Parson, together go get, 
And cause it on shocks to be by and by set ; 
Not leaving it scattering abroad on the ground. 
Nor long in the field, but away with it round. 

13. In champion country a pleasure they take, 

To mow up their haulm, for to brew and to bake ; 
And also it stands them instead of their thack, 
Which being well inned, they cannot well lack. 
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14. The haulm is the straw of the wheat or the rye; 
Which once being reaped, they mow by and by ; 
For fear of destroying with cattle or rain. 

The sooner ye load it, more profit ye gain. 

15. The mowing of barley, if barley do stand. 
Is cheapest and best, for to rid out of hand : 
Some mow it, and rake it, and set it on cocks^ 
Some mow it, and bind it, and set it on shocks. 

16. Of barley, the longest and greenest ye find. 
Leave standing by dallops, till time ye do bind : 
Then early in morning, while dew is thereon. 
To making of bands, till the dew be all gone. 

17. One spreadeth those bands, so in order to lie. 
As barley (in swatches) may fill it thereby; 
Which gathered up with the rake and the hand. 
The follower after them bindeth in band. 

18. Where barley is raked, (if dealing be true,) 
The tenth of such raking to Parson is due; 
Where scattering of barley is seen to be much. 
There custom nor conscience tithing should grutch. 

19. Com being had down, (any way ye allow,) 
Should wither as needeth, for burning in mow; 
Such skill appertaineth to harvest-man's art, 
And taken in time, is a husbandly part. 

20. No turning of peason, till carriage ye make. 
Nor turn in no more, than ye mind for to take ; 
Lest beaten with showers, so turned to dry. 
By turning and tossing, they shed as they lie. 
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21. If weather be fair, and tidy thy gndn, 
Make speedily carriage, for fear of a rain ; 
For tempest and showers deceiveth a many. 
And lingering lubbers lose many a penny. 

22. In goving at harvest, learn skilfully how 
Each grain for to lay by itself on a mow : 
Seed-barley, the purest, gove out of the way, 
All other nigh hand gove as just as ye may. 

23. Stack pease upon hovel, abroad in the yard, 
To cover it quickly let owner regard ; 

Lest dove and the cadow there finding a smack. 
With ill stormy weather do perish thy stack. 

24. Com carried, let such as be poor go and glean. 
And after thy cattle, to mouth it up clean ; 
Then spare it for rowen till Michael be past, 
To lengthen thy dairy no better thou hast. 

25. In harvest-time, harvest-folk, servants and all. 
Should make, aU together, good cheer in the hall ; 
And fill out the black bowl of blythe to their song. 
And let them be merry all harvest-time long. 

26. Once ended thy harvest, let none be beguiled, 
Please such as did help thee — ^man, woman, and 

child; 
Thus doing, with alway such help as they can. 
Thou winnest the praise of the labouring man. 

27. Now look up to God- ward, let tongue never cease. 
In thanking of Him for His mighty increase : 
Accept my good will — for a proof go and try ; 
The better Uiou thrivest, the gladder am I. 
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WORKS AFTER HARVEST. 

28. Now carry out compas, when harvest is done. 
Where barley thou sowest, my champion son ; 
Or lay it on heap in the field, as ye may, 

Till carriage be fair, to have it away. 

29. Whose compas is rotten, and carried in time. 
And spread as it should be, thrift's ladder may cHmb. 
Whose compas is paltry, and carried too late, 
Such husbandry useth that many do hate. 

30. Ere winter preventeth, while weather is good. 
For galling of pasture, get home with thy wood i 
And carry out gravel to fill up a hole. 

Both timber and furzen, the turf and the coal. 

31 . House charcoal and sedge, chip and coal of the land, 
Pile tall-wood and billet, stack all that hath band ; 
Blocks, roots, pole and bough, set upright to the 

thatch. 
The nearer more handsome in winter to fetch. 

32. In stacking of bavin, and piling of logs, 
Make under thy bavin a hovel for hogs ; 
And warmly enclose it all saving the mouth. 
And that to stand open, and full to the south. 

33. Get seed afore hand in a readiness had. 
Or better provide, if thine own be too bad : 
Be careful of seed, or else such as ye sow, 
Be Slier at haiTest to reap or to mow. 

34. When harvest is ended, take shipping or ride. 
Ling, salt-fi^h. and herring, for Lent to provide : 
To buy it at first, as it cometh to road. 

Shall pay for thy charges thou spendest abroad. 
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35. Choose skilfully salt-fish, not burnt at the stone, 
Buy such as be good, or else let it alone : 

Get home that is bought, and go stack it up dry. 
With pease-straw between it, the safer to lie. 

36. Ere ever ye journey, cause servant with speed, 
To compas thy barley land, where it is need. 
One acre well compassed passeth some three. 
Thy barn shall at harvest declare it to thee. 

37. This lesson is learned by riding about. 

The prices of victuals, the year thoroughout : 
Both what to be selling and what to refrain, 
And what to be buying, to bring in a gain. 

38. Though buying and selling doth wonderful well, 
To such as ha\e skill how to buy and to sell; 
Yet chopping and changing I cannot commend 
With thief and his marrow, for fear of ill end. 

39. The rich in his bargaining need not be taught, 
Of buyer and seller full far is he sought; 

Yet herein consisteth a part of my text, 

Who buyeth at first hand, and who at the next. 

40. At first hand he buyeth, that payeth all down. 
At second, that hath not so much in the tovm : 
At third hand he buyeth, that buyeth of trust. 
At this hand who buyeth, shall pay for his lust. 

41. As oft as ye bargain, for better or worse. 

To buy it the cheaper, have chinks in thy purse. 
Touch kept is commended, yet credit to keep. 
Is pay and dispatch him, ere ever ye sleep. 



d by Google 



108 August's husbanbry. 

42. Be mindful, abroad, of a Michaelmas spring, 
For thereon dependeth a husbandly thing : 
Though some have a pleasure, with hawk upon 

hand. 
Good husbands get treasure, to purchase their land. 

43. Thy market dispatched, turn home again round. 
Lest gaping for penny thou losest a pound ; 
Provide for thy wife, or else look to be shent. 
Good milch cow for winter, another for Lent. 

44. In travelling homeward, buy forty good crones. 
And fat up the bodies of those seely bones : 
Leave milking, and diy up old MuUey thy cow ; 
The crooked and aged to fatting put now. 

45. At Bartlemew tide, or at Sturbridge fair. 
Buy that as is needful thy house to repair. 
Then sell to thy profit both butter and cheese. 
Who buyeth it sooner, the more he shall leese. 

46. If hops do look brownish, then are ye too slow. 
If longer ye sufier those hops for to grow : 
Now sooner ye gather, more profit is found. 

If weather be fair, and dew oflTa ground. 

47. Not break off, but cut off, from hop the hop-string. 
Leave growing a little, again for to spiing : 
Whose hill about pared, and therewith new clad. 
Shall nourish more sets against March to be had. 

48. Hop hillock discharged of every let, 

See then, without breaking, each pole ye out get ; 
Which being untangled above in the tops, 
Go> carry to such as are plucking of hops. 
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49. Take soutage, or hair, that coTers the kell. 
Set like to a manger, and fastened well ; 

With poles upon crotches, as high as thy breast, 
For saving and riddance, is husbandry best. 

50. Hops had, the hop-poles that are likely, preserve 
From breaking and rotting, again for to serve ; 
And plant ye with alders or willows a plot, 
Where yearly, as needeth, mo poles may be got. 

51. Some skilfully drieth their hops on a kell. 
And some on a soUer, oft turning them well. 
Kell-dried will abide foul weather or fair. 
Where diying and lying in loft do despair. 

52. Some close them up dry in a hogshead or vat, 
Yet canvas or soutage is better than that : 
By drying and lying, they quickly be spilt. 
Thus much have I shew^ ; do now as thou wilt. 

53. Old farmer is forced long August to make. 
His goods at more leisure away for to take : 
New farmer, he thinketh each hour a day, 
Until the old farmer be packing away. 

Thua endeth and holdeth out August" s Husbandry till 
Michaelmas Eve, 

Tho. TtrssEB 

If CORN HARVEST, 

EQUALLY DIVIDED INTO TEW FARTS. 

Onb part cast forth, for rent due out of hand. 
One other part, for seed to sow thy land. 
Another part, leave Parson for his tithe. 
Another part, for harvest sickle and «cythe. 



d by Google 



no A BBIEF CONCLUSION. 

One part, for plough-wright, cart-wright, knacker 
and smith. 

One part, to uphold thy teams that draw there- 
with. 

One part, for servant, and workman's wages lay. 

One part, likewise, for fiibelly, day by day. 

One part thy wife for needful things doth crave. 

Thyself and child the last one part would have. 

Who minds to quote 
Upon this note, 

May easily find enough ; 
What charge and pain 
To little gain, 

Doth follow toiling plough. 

Yet farmer may 
Thank God and say. 

For yearly such good hap ; 
" Well fare the plough, 
" That sends enough 

" To stop so many a gap." 



A BRIEF CONCLUSION, WHERE YOU MAT SEE, 
EACH WORD IN THE VERSE TO BEGIN WITH A "T." 

Thb thrifty that teacheth the thriving to thrive. 
Teach timely to traverse, the thing that thou trive. 
Transferring thy toiling, to timeliness taught. 
This teacheth thee temp'rance, to temper thy thought. 
Take Trusty (to trust to) that thinkest to th^e. 
That trustily thriftiness trowleth to thee. 
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Then temper thy travail, to tarry the tide, 
This teacheth thee thriftiness, twenty times tried, 
Take thankful thy talent, thank thankfully those. 
That thritltily teacheth thy time to transpose. 
^ Troth twice to thee teached, teach twenty times ten. 
This trade thou that takest, take thrift to thee then. 



^ MAN'S AGE DIVIDED HERE YE HAVE, 

BY PRENTICESHIPS, FROM BIRTH TO GRAVE. 

7. The first seven years, bring up as a child, 
14. The next to learning, for waxing too wild. 
21. The next, keep under Sir Hobbard de Hoy, 
28. The next, a man, no longer a boy. 
35. The next, let Lusty lay wisely to wive, 
42. The next, lay now or else never to thrive. 
49. The next, make sure, for term of thy life, 
56, The next, save somewhat for children and wife. 
63. The next, be stayed, give over thy lust, 
72. The next, think hourly, whither thou must. 
77. The next, get chair, and crutches to stay, 
84. The next, to heaven God send us the way ! 

Who loseth their youth, shall rue it in age 
Who hateth the truth, in sorrow shall rage. 

ir ANOTHER DIVISION OF THE NATURE OF 
MAN'S AGE. 

The Ape, the Lion, the Fox, the Ass, 
Thus sets forth man, as in a glass. 

Ape. Like Apes we be toying, till twenty and one. 
Lion. Then hasty as lions, till forty be gone. 
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Fox. Then wily as Foxes, till threescore and three. 
Ass. Then after for Asses accounted we be. 

Who plays with his better this lesson mast know. 
What humbleness Fox to the Lion doth owe : 
Fox, Ape with his toying, and rudeness of Ass, 
Brings (out of good hour) displeasure to pass. 



COMPARING GOOD HUSBAND, WITH UNTHRIFT 

HIS BROTHER, 
THE BETTER DISCERNETH THE PONE FROM 

THE T'OTHER. 

Ill husbandry braggeth 
To go with the best : 
Good husbandry baggeth 
Up gold in his chest. 

Ill husbandry trudgeth 
With unthrifts about : 
Good husbandry snudgeth. 
For fear of a doubt. 

Ill husbandly spendeth 
Abroad, like a mome : 
Good husbandry tendeth, 
Hi8 charges at home. 

Ill husbandry selleth 
His com on the ground : 
Good husbandry smelleth 
No gain that way found« 
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111 husbandry loseifa, 
For lack of g^ood fence; 
Good husbandry closeth, 
And gaineth the pence. 

Ill husbandry trusteth 
To him and to her; 
Good husbandry lusteth, 
Himself for to stir. 

HI husbandry eateth 
Himself out of door: 
Good husbandry meateth 
His friend an^ the poor. 

HI husbandry dayeth, 
Or lettethitlie: 
Good husbandry payeth, 
The cheaper to buy. 

Ill husbandry lurketh 
And stealeth a sleep : . 
Good husbandry worteth 
Itis household to keep. 

Ill husbandry liveth, 
By that and by this: 
Good husbandry giveth 
To every man his. 

Ill husbandry taketh. 
And spendeth up all : 
Good husbandry maketh, 
Good shift with a small. 



d by Google 



114 A COMPARISON, &C. 

Ill husbandry prayeth 
His wife to make sbift : 
Good husbandry sayeth, 
•' Take this of my gift." 

Ill husbandry drowseth, 
At fortune so awk : 
Good husbandry roupeth 
Himself as a hawk. 

ill husbandry lieth, 
In prison for debt: 
Good husbandry spieth, 
Where profit to get. 

Ill husbandry ways 
Hath, to fraud what he can ; 
Good husbandry praise 
Hath of every man. 

Ill husbandry never 
Hath wealth to keep touch : 
Good husbandry ever 
Hath penny in pouch. 

Good husband his boon 
Or request hath afar : 

111 husband as soon 
Hath a toad with an R. 
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% A SONNET AGAINST A SLANDEROUS TONGUE. 

Doth darnel good, among the flow'ry wheat ? 

Do thistles good, so thick in fallow spy'd ? 
Do taint worms good, that lurk where ox should eat? 

Or sucking drones, in hives where bees abide ? 
Do hornets good, or these same biting gnats ? 

Foul swelling toads, what good by them is seen ? 
In house well deckt, what good do gnawing rats ? 

Or casting moles among the meadows green ? 

Doth heavy news make glad the heart of man ? 
Or noisome smells, what good doth that to health ? 

Now once for all, what good (shew who so can) 
Do stinging snakes, to this our commonwealth ? 

No more doth good a peevish slanderous tongue. 

But hurts itself, and noys both old and young. 



IT A SONNET UPON THE AUTHOR'S FIRST SEVEN 
YEARS SERVICE. 

Seten times, hath Janus ta'en new year by hand. 
Seven times, hath blustering March blown forth his 
power, 

To drive out April's buds, by sea and land. 
For mininn May to deck most trim with flower. 

Seven times, hath temperate Ver like pageant 
play'd. 
And pleasant .Mstas, eke, her flowers told : 

Seven times, Autumnus heat hath been delayed, 
With Hyems boisterous blasts, and bitter cold. 
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Seven times, the thirteen moons have changed hue. 
Seven times, the sun his course hath gone ilhout : 

Seven times, each bird her nest hath built anew. 
Since first time you to serve I choosed out. 

Still yours am I, though thus the time hath past. 

And trust to be, as long as life shall last. 

TTitis endeth the book of Hwibfmdry, 
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POINTS OF BFSWIFEEY, 

UNITED TO THE COMFORTS OP HUSBANDRY. 



THE EPISTLE. 

TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE AND MT ESPECIAL GOOD LADT 
AND MISTRESS, THE LADT PAGET. 

Though danger be mickle. 

And favour so fickle, 
Yet duty doth tickle 

My fancy to write : 
Concerning how pretty. 
How fine and how netty, 
Good huswife should jetty 

From morning to night. 

Not minded by writing, 
To kindle a spiting. 
But shew by inditing, 

As afterward told, 
How husbandry easeth^ 
So huswifery pleaseth. 
And many purse greaseth 

With silyer and gold, 

PART II. B 
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For husbandry weepeth, 
Where huswifery sleep eth. 
And hardly he creepeth, 

Up ladder to thrift : 
That wanteth to bold him, 
Thrift's ladder to hold him, 
Before it be told him. 

He falls without shift. 

Lest many should fear me. 
And others forswear me. 
Of troth 1 do bear me 

Upright, as ye see : 
Full minded to love all. 
And not to reprove all. 
But only to move all. 

Good huswives to be. 

For if I should mind some, 
Or descant behind some, 
And missing to find some. 

Displease so I mought ; 
Or if I should blend them. 
And so to offend them. 
What stir I should send them, 

I stand in a doubt. 

Though ]^armless ye make it, 
And some do well take it, 
If others forsake it. 
What pleasure were that ? 
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Naught else, but to pain me, 
And nothing to gain me, 
But make them disdain me, 
I wot ne'er for what. 

Lest some make a trial, 
As clock by the dial. 
Some stand to denial, 

Some murmur and grudge : 
Give judgment, I pray you, 
For justly so may you ; 
So fancy, so say you, 

I make you my judge. 
In time, ye shall try me. 
By troth, ye shall spy me, 
So find, so set by me, 

According to skill : 
However tree groweth. 
The fruit the tree sheweth, 
Your Ladyship knoweth 

My heart and good will. 

Though fortune doth measure. 
And I do lack treasure. 
Yet if I may pleasure 

Your Honor with this ; 
Then will me to mend it. 
Or mend ere ye send it. 
Or apy where lend it, 

If ought be amiss. 

Your Ladyship's servant, 

Thomas Tusses. 
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1[ TO THE READER. 



Now listen, good huswives, what doings are here. 
Set forth for a day, as it should for a year : 
Both easy to follow, and soon to achieve, 
For such as by huswifery looketh to thrive. 

The forenoon affairs, till dinner (with some), 
Then afternoon doings till supper-time come ; 
With breakfast and dinner time, sup and to bed, 
Stand, orderly placed, to quiet thine head. 

The meaning is this — for a day what ye see. 
That monthly and yearly, continued must be ; 
And hereby to gather, (as prove I intend,) 
That huswifely matters have never an end. 



t THE PREFACE TO THE BOOK OF HUSWIFERY. 

Take weapon away, of what force is a man ? 
Take huswife from husband, and what is he then ? 

As lovers desireth together to dwell, 

So husbandry loveth good huswifery well. 

Though husbandry seemeth to bring in the gains. 
Yet huswifery labours seem equal in pains. 

Some respite to husbands the weather may send. 
But huswives' affairs have never an end. 
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As true as thy faith, 
Thus huswifery saith, 

I serve for a day, for a iveek, for a year. 
For life-time, for ever, while man dwelleth here. 
For richer, for poorer, from north to the south. 
For honest, for hardhead, for dainty of mouth. 
For wed and unwedded, in sickness and health. 
For all that well liveth, in good commonwealth. 
For city, for country, for court, and for cart. 
To quiet the head, and to comfort the heart. 



S A DESCRIPTION OF HUSWIFE AND 
HUSWIFERY. 

Of huswife, doth huswifery challenge that name. 
Of huswifery, huswife doth likewise the same. 
Where husband and husbandry joineth with these, 
There wealthiness gotten is holden with ease. 

The name of a huswife, what is it to say ? 
The wife of the house, to the husband a stay. 
If huswife doth that, as belongeth to her. 
If husband be godly there needeth no stir. 

The huswife is she, that to labour dpth fall. 
The labour of her I do huswifery call : 
If thrift by that labour be honestly got. 
Then is it good huswifery, else it is not. 
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The woman the name of a huswife doth win, 
By keeping her house, and of doings therein ; 
And she that with husband will quietly dwell. 
Must think on this lesson, and foUow it well. 



5 INSTRUCTIONS TO HUSWIFERY. 

Sesye God is the first; 

True love is not worst. 
A daily good lesson of huswife indeed. 
Is God to remember, the better to speed. 

Another good lesson of huswifery thought, 
Is huswife with husband to live as she ought. 

Wife comely, no grief, 
Man out, huswife chief. 

Though tricksy to see to be gallant to wive. 
Yet comely and wise is the huswife to thrive. 

When husband is absent, let huswife be chief. 
And look to their labour, that eateth her beef. 

Both out, not allow. 
Keep house, huswife thou ! 

Where husband and huswife be both out of place. 
Their servants do loiter, and reason their case. 

The huswife, so named of keeping the house. 
Must tend on her profit, as cat on the mouse, 
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Seek home for rest, 
For home is hest. 

As huswives keep home, and be stirrers about. 
So speedeth their winnings, the year thoroughout. 

Though home be but homely, yet huswife is taught. 
That home hath no fellow to such as have aught. 

Use all with skill. 
Ask what ye will. 

Good usage with knowledge and quiet withal. 
Makes huswife to shine, as the sun on the wall. 

What husband refuseth all comely to have. 
That hath a good huswife, all willing to save. 

Be ready at need. 
All thine to feed. 

The case of good huswives thus daily doth stand, 
Whatever shall chance, to be ready at hand. 

This care hath a huswife all day in her head, 
That all thing in season be huswifely fed. 

By practice go muse. 
How household to use. 

Dame Practice is she, that to huswife must tell, 
Which way for to govern her family well. 

Use labourers gently, keep this as a law, 
Make child to be civil, keep seiTant in awe. 
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Who careless do live, 
Occasion do give. 

Have, everywhere, a respect to thy ways, 
That none of thy life any slander may raise. 

What many do know, though a time it be hid. 
At length will abroad, when a mischief shall bid. 

No neighbour reprove. 
Do, as to have love. 

The love of thy neighbour shall stand thee in stead. 
The poorer, the gladder to help at a need. 

Use friendly thy neighbour, else trust him in this. 
As he hath thy friendship, so trust unto his. 

Strike nothing, unknown. 
Take heed to thine own. 

Revenge not thy wrath upon any man's beast. 
Lest thine by like malice be bid to like feast. 

What husband provideth with money his drudge. 
The huswife must look to, which way it doth trudge. 



COCK-CROWING. A DIGRESSION. 

Now out of the matter, this lesson I add. 
Concerning cock-crowing, what profit is had. 

Experience teacheth, as true as a clock, 

How winter night passeth, by marking the cock. 
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Cock croweth at midnight, few times above six, 
With pause to his neighbour, to answer betwix : 
At three a clock thicker; and then as ye know, 
Like " all in to mattins " near day they do crow. 

At midnight* at three, and an hoiir ere day. 
They utter their language, as well as they may; 
Which whoso regardeth, what counsel they give, 
Will better love crowing, as long as they five. 

1[ HUSWIFERY. 

If MORNING WORKS. 

No sooner some up, 
But nose is in cup. 

Get up in the morning as soon as thou wilt, 
With over-long slugging good servant is spilt. 

Some slovens from sleeping no sooner get up, 
But hand id in aumbry, and nose in the cup. 

That early is done. 
Count huswifely won. 

Some work in the morning may trimly be done, 
That all the day after can hardly be won. 

Good husband, without, it is needful there be ; 
Good huswife, within, is as needful as he. 

Cast dust into yard. 
And spin and go card* 

Sluts' comers avoided shall further thy health, 
Much time about ti-ifies shall hinder thy wealth. 
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Set some to peel hemp, or else rushes to twine. 
To spin and to card, or to seething of brine. 

Grind malt for drink. 
See meat do not stink. 

Set some about cattle, some pasture to view. 
Some malt to be grinding, against ye do brew. 

Some Cometh, some brineth, some will not be taught, 
Where meat is attainted their cookery is naught. 

t BREAKFAST DOINGS. 

To break^t that come. 
Give every one some. 

Call servants to breakfast, by day-star appear^ 
A snatch, and to work, fellows, tarry not here. 

Let huswife be carver, let pottage be heat, 
A mess to each one, with a morsel of meat 

No more tittle tattle. 
Go serve your cattle. 

Let servants once served, thy cattle go serve. 
Lest often ill serving make cattle to sterve. 

1[HUSWIFELY ADMONITIONS. 

Leabn you that will th^e, 
This lessqn of me. 

No breakfast of custom provide, for to save. 
But only for such as deserveth to have. 
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No shewing of servant what victuals in store, 
Shew servant his labour, and shew him no more. 

Of havock beware, 
Cat nothing will spare. 

Where all thing is common, what needeth a hutch ? 
Where wanteth a saver, there havock is much. 

Where window is open cat maketh a fray, 
Yet wild cat with two legs is worse, by my fay. 

Look well unto thine ; 
Slut slothful must whine. 

An eye in a comer who useth to have, 
Revealeth a drab and preventeth a knave. 

Make maid to be cleanly, or make her cry creak ; 
And teach her to stir when her mistress doth speak. 

Let holly wand threat. 
Let Fizgig be beat. 

A wand in thy hand, though ye fight not at all. 
Makes youth to their business better to fall. 

For fear of fool had I wist cause thee to wail. 
Let Fizgig be taught to shut door after tail. 

Fight seldom ye shall, 
But use not to brawl. 

Much brawling with servant, what man can abide ? 
Pay home when thou fightest, but love not to chide. 

As rod little mendeth, where manners be spilt. 

So naught will be naught, say and do what thou wilt. 
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What better a law. 
Than subjects in awe ? 

Such awe as a warning will cause to beware, 
Doth make the whole household the better to fare. 

The less of thy counsel thy servants do know, 
Their duty the better such servants shall shew, 

Good music regard. 
Good servants reward. 

Such servants are oftenest painful and good. 
That sing in their labour, as birds in the wood. 

Good servants hope justly some friendship to feel. 
And look to have favour, what time they do well. 

By once or twice, 
'Tis time to be wise. 

Take Runagate Robin, to pity his need. 
And look to be filched, as sure as thy creed. 

Take warning by once, that a worse do not hap. 
Foresight is the stopper of many a gap. 

Some change for a shift : 
Oft change, small thrift. 

Make few of thy counsel to change for the best. 
Lest one that is trudging infecteth the rest. 

The stone that is rolling can gather no moss. 
For master and servant oft changing is loss. 
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t BREWING. 

Bbew somewhat for thine, 
Else bring up no swine. 

Where brewing is needful, be brewer thyself. 
What filleth the roof will help furnish the shelf. 

In buying of drink by the firkin or pot, 
The tally ariseth, but hog amends not. 

Well brewed, worth cost, 
111 used, half lost. 

One bushel well brewed outlasteth some twain, 
And saveth both malt and expences in vain. 
Too new is no profit, too stale is as bad. 
Drink, dead or else soiir, makes labourer sad. 

Remember, good Gill, 
Take pain with thy swill. 

Seeth grains in more water, while grains be yet hot. 
And stir them in copper, as porridge in pot. 

Such, heating with straw, to have offal good store, 
Both pleased^ and easeth, what would ye have more } 



% BAKING. 

New bread is a drivel, 
Much crust is as evil. • 

New bread is a waster, but mouldy is worse. 
What that way dog catcheth, that loseth the purse. 
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14 COOKESY. 

Much dQugh-bake I praise not, much crust is as ill. 
The mean is the Huswife ; say nay, if ye will. 



If COOKERY, 

Good cookery craveth ; 
Good tum-broche saveth. 

Good cook to dress dinner, to bake and to bre\r. 
Deserves a reward, being honest and true. 

Good diligent tum-broche, and trusty withal. 
Is sometime as needful, as some in the hall. 



1[ DAIRY. 

Good dairy doth pleasure : 
111 dairy spends treasure. 

Good huswife in dairy, that needs not be told, 
Deserveth her fee to be paid her in gold. 

'Ill servant, neglecting Avhat huswifery says, 
Deserveth her fee to be paid her with bays. 

Good droy worth much, 
Mark sluts, and such. 

Good droy to serve hog, to help wash, and to milk. 
More needful is truly, than some in their silk. 

Though homely be milker, let cleanly be cook. 
For slut and a sloven be known by their look. 
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SCOUKING. 15 

In dairy no cat, 
Lay bane for a rat. 

Though cat (a good mouser) doth dwell in a house, 
Yet ever in dairy have trap for a mouse. 

Take heed how thou layest the bane for the rats. 
For poisoning of servant, thyself, and thy brats. 



t SCOURING. 

No scouring for pride : 
Spare kettle whole side. 

Though scouring be needful, yet scouring too much. 
Is pride without profit, and robbeth thine hutch. 

Keep kettles from knocks, set tubs out of sun. 
For mending is costly, and crackt is soon done. 

^ WASHING. 

Dky sun, dry wind. 
Safe bind, safe find. 

Go wash well, saith Summer, with sun I shall dry; 
Go wring well, saith Winter, with wind so shall I. 
To trust without heed is to venture a joint. 
Give tale and take count is a huswifely point. 

Where many be packing. 
Axe many things lacking. 

Where hens fall a cackling, take heed to their nest. 
When drabs fall.a Avhispering, take heed to the rest. 
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IS DINNER MATTEES. 

Through negligent huswifes are many things lacking, 
And Gillet suspected will quickly be packing. 



DINNER MATTERS. 

Fob hunger or thirst, 
Serve cattle well first. 

By noon, see your dinner be ready and neat. 
Let meat tarry servant, not servant his meat. 
Plough-cattle a baiting, call servant to dinner, 
The thicker together, the charges the thinner. 

Together is best. 
For hostess and guest. 

Due season is best, altogether is gay. 
Dispatch hath no fellow, make short and away. 

Let such have enough. 
That follow the plough. 

Give servant no dainties, but give him enough. 
Too many chaps walking do beggar the plough. 

Poor seggons, half starved, work faintly and dull. 
And lubbers do loiter, their bellies too full. 

Give never too much. 
To lazy, and such. 

Feed lazy, that thresheth a flap and a tap. 
Like slothful, that all day be stopping a gap. 

Some litherly lubber more eateth than two. 
Yet leaveth undone, what another will do. 
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DINNEB KATXBBS. 1 7 

Where nothing will last. 
Spare such as thou hast. 

Some cutteth thy linen, some spoileth their hroth, 
Bare table to some doth as well as a cloth. 
Treen dishes be homely, and yet not to lack, 
Where stone is no laster, take tankard and jack. 

Knap boy on the thumbs, 
And save him his crumbs. 

That pewter is never for mannerly feasts. 
That daily do serve so unmannerly beasts. 

Some gnaweth and leaveth, some crusts and some 

crumbs. 
Eat such their own leavings, or gnaw their own 

thumbs. 

Serve God ever first ; 
Take nothing at worst. 

At dinner, at supper, at morning, at night. 
Give thanks unto God, for his gifts so in sight. 

Good husband and huswife will sometimes, alone, 
Make shift with a morsel, and pick of a bone. 

Enough thou art told, 
Too much will not hold. 

Three dishes well dressed, and welcome withal. 
Both pleaseth thy friend, and become th thine hall. 

Enough is a plenty, too much is a pride. 

The plough, with ill holding, goes quickly aside. 

PAKT II. c 
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18 AITEBNOON WOBKS. 



t AFTERNOON WORKS. 

Make company break ; 
Go cherish the weak. 

When dinner is ended set servants to work. 
And follow such fellows, as loveth to lurk. 

To servant in sickness see nothing ye grutch, 
A thing of a trifle shall comfort him much. 

Who many do feed. 
Save much they had need. 

Put chippings in dippings, use parings to save. 
Fat capons or chickens that lookest to have. 

Save droppings and skimmings, how ever ye do. 
For med*cine for cattle, for cart, and for shoe. 

Lean capon unsweet. 
Dear fed is unmeet. 

Such offcom as cometh give wife to her fee. 
Feed willingly such as do help to feed thee. 

Though fat fed is dainty, yet this I thee warn. 
Be cunning in fatting, for robbing thy barn. 

Piece hole to defend ; 
Things timely amend. 

Good sempsters be sewing of fine pretty knacks, 
Good huswives be mending and piecing their sacks. 

Though making and mending be huswifely ways. 
Yet mending in ^me is the huswife to praise. 
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Buy new as is meet, 

Mark blanket and sheet. 
Though ladies may rend, and buy new every day. 
Good huswives must mend, and buy new as they may. 

Gall quarterly servants to court and to leet ; 
Write every coverlet, blanket, and sheet. 

Save feathers for guest ; 
These other rob chest. 

Save wing for a thresher, when gander doth die, 
Save feathers of all thing, the softer to lie. 

Much spice is a thief, so is candle and fier. 
Sweet sauce is as crafty, as ever was friar. 

Wife, make thine own candle, 
Spare penny to handle. 

Provide for thy tallow, ere frost cometh in, 
And make thine own candle ere winter begin. 

If penny for all thing be suffered to trudge. 
Trust long not to penny to have him thy drudge. 



t EVENING WORKS. 

Time drawing to night. 
See all things go right. 

When hens go to roost, go in hand to dress meat, 
Serve hogs, and to milking, and some to serve neat. 

Where twain be enough, be not served with three, 
More knaves in a company, worser they be. 
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Make lackey to trudge, 
Make servant thy drudge. 

For every trifle leave jaunting thy nag. 

But rather make lackey of Jack-boy, thy Avag. 

Make servant at night lug in wood or a log. 
Let none come in empty, but slut and thy dog. 

False knave ready prest, 
All safe is the best. 

Where puUen use nightly to perch in the yard. 
There two-legged foxes keep watches and ward. 

See cattle well served, without and within, 
And all things at quiet, ere supper begin. 

Take heed, it is needful, 
True pity is meedful. 

No clothes in garden, no trinkets without, 
No door leave unbolted, for fear of a doubt. 

Thou woman, whom pity becometh the best. 
Grant all that hath laboured time to take rest. 



t SUPPER MATTERS. 

Use mirth and good word, 
At bed and at board. 

Provide for thy husband, to make him good cheer. 
Make merry together, while time ye be here. 

At bed and at board, howsoever befall, 
Whatever God sendeth, be merry withal. 
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No brawling make, 
No jealousy take. 

No taunts before servants, for hindering of fame. 
No jarring too loud, for avoiding of shame. 

As frensy and heresy roveth together, 
So jealousy leadeth a fool, ye wot whither. 

Tend such as ye have. 
Stop talkative knave. 

Young children and chickens would ever be eating. 
Good servants look duly for gentle entreating. 

No servant at table use sauc'ly to talk. 

Lest tongue set at large out of measure do walk. 

No snatching at all. 
Sirs, hearken now all. 

No lurching, no snatching, no striving at all ; 
Lest one go without, and another have all. 

Declare after supper — take heed thereunto, 
What work in the morning each servant shall do. 



t AFTER SUPPER MATTERS. 

Thy. soul hath a clog; 
Forget not thy dog. 

Remember those children, whose parents be poor. 
Which hunger, yet dare not to crave at thy door. 

Thy bandog, that serveth for divers mishaps. 
Forget not to give him thy bones and thy scraps. 
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22 ATTE^ SUFFEB HATTESS. 

Make keys to be keepers, 
To bed, ye sleepers. 

Where mouths be many to spend that thou hast,, 
Set keys to be keepers, for spending too fast. 
To bed after supper, let drowsy go sleep, 
Lest knaye in the dark to his marrow do creep. 

See door lockt fast. 

Two keys make waste. 
A door without lock is a bait for a knaye, 
A lock without key is a fool that will haye. 

One key to two locks, if it break is a grief; 
Two keys to one lock, in the end is a thief. 

Night- works trouble head» 

Lock doors, and to bed. 
The day willeth done, whatsoeyer ye bid. 
The night is a thief, if ye take not good heed. 

Wash dishes, lay leavens, saye fire, and away. 
Lock doors and to bed, a good huswife will say.; 

To bed know thy guise. 
To rise do likewise. 

In winter at nine, and in summer at ten, 
To bed after supper, both maidens and men. 
In winter, at five a clock, servant arise. 
In summer at four, is very good guise. 

Love so as ye may 

Love many a day. 
Be lowly, not sullen, if aught go amiss. 
What wresting may lose thee, that win with a kiss. 
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PI.0X7QHHAN'S PEASTING DATS. 23 

Both bear and forbear, now and then as ye may. 
Then wench, God a mercy ! thy husband will say. 



f THE PLOUGHMAN'S FEASTING DAYS. 

This would not be slipt, 

Old guise must be kept. 
Good huswives, whom God hath enriched enough. 
Forget not the feasts, that belong to the plough : 
The meaning is only to joy and be glad. 
For comfort with labour is fit to be had 

PLOUGH MONDAY. 

Plough Monday, next after that Twelfthtide is past, 
Bids out with the plough, the worst husband is last. 

SHBOYETIDE. 

Maids, fritters and pancakes enow see ye make. 
Let slut have one pancake, for company's sake. 

SHEEF-SHEABING. 

Wife, make us a dinner, spare flesh neither corn, 
Make wafers and cakes, for our sheep must be shorn ; 
At sheep-shearing, neighbours none other thing crave, 
But good cheer and welcome, like neighbours to have. 

HABVE8T-H0ME. 

For all this good feasting, yet art thou not loose. 
Till ploughman thou givest his harvest-home goose. 
Though goose go in stubble, I pass not for that. 
Let goose have a goose, be she lean, be she fat. 
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24 THE GOOD HtrSWIFELY PHYSIC. 

8BED-CAKE. 

Wife, some time this week, if the weather hold clear, 
An end of wheat sowing we make for this year : 
Remember thou therefore, though I do it not. 
The seed-cake, the pasties, and furmenty pot. 

TWICE A-WEEK BOAST. 

Good ploughmen look weekly, of custom and right. 
For roast meat on Sundays, and Thursdays at night ; 
Thus doing and keeping such custom and guise, 
They call tiiee good huswife, — they love thee likewise. 



f THE GOOD HUSWIFELY PHYSIC. 

Good huswives provide, ere an' sickness do come. 
Of sundry good things, in her house to have som^ 
Good aqua composita, and* vinegar tart. 
Rose-water, and treacle, to comfort the heart. 
Conserve of the barberry, quinces, and such, 
With sirops, that easeth the sickly so much. 

Ask Medicus counsel, ere medicine ye make. 
And honour that man for necessity's sake. 
Though thousands hate physic, because of the cost. 
Yet thousands it helpeth, that else should be lost. 
Good broth and good keeping do much now and then. 
Good diet with wisdom best comforteth man. 
In health, to be stirring, shall profit thee best; 
In sickness hate trouble, seek quiet and rest. 
Remember thy soul, let no fancy prevail, 
Make ready to God- ward, let faith never quail. 
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The sooner thyself thou submittest to God, 
The sooner he ceaseth to scourge with his rod. 



f GOOD MOTHERLY NURSERY. 

Good huswives take pain, and do count it good luck, 
To make their own breast their own child to give 

suck. 
Though wrauling and rocking be noisome so near. 
Yet " lost by ill nursing" is worser to hear. 
But one thing I warn thee, let huswife be nurse. 
Lest husband do find thee too frank with his purse. 
What Hilback and Filbelly maketh away. 
That help to make good, or else look for a fray. 
Give child that is fitly, give baby the big. 
Give hardness to youth, and to rope-ripe a twig. 
We find it not spoken so often for naught. 
That children were better unborn than untaught. 
Some cockneys with cocking are made very fools. 
Fit neither for 'prentice, for plough, nor for schools. 
Teach child to ask blessing, serve God, aiid to church, 
Then bless as a mother, else bless him with birch. 
Thou huswife thus doing, what further shall need ? 
But all men to call thee good mother indeed. 

% THINK ON THE POOR. 

R£HEMBEB the poor, that for God's sake do call. 
For God both rewardeth and blesseth withal. 
Take this in good part, whatsoever thou be. 
And wish me no worse, than I wish unto thee. 
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26 A COHFASISON BETWEEN 



f A COMPARISON BETWEEN GOOD HUSWIFERY 
AND EVIL. 

Comparing together good hniwife with bad, 
The knowledge of either, the better i« had. 

Ill huswifery lieth 
Till nine of the clock : 
Good huswifery trieth 
To rise with the cock. 

Ill huswifery tooteth, 
To make herself hr aye: 
Good huswifery looketh 
What household must have. 

HI huswifery trusteth, 
To him and to her: 
Good huswifery lusteth 
Herself for to stir. 

Ill huswifery careth. 
For this nor for tiiat : 
Good huswifery spareth, 
For fear, ye wot what. 

Ill huswifery pricketh 
Herself up in pride : 
Good huswifery tricketh 
Her house as a hride. 

Ill huswifery one thing ^ 

Or other must crave : 
Good huswifery nothing 
But needful will have. 
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GOOD HU8WIPEEY AND EYIL. 27 

111 huswifery moveth, 
With gossip to spend : 
Good huswifery loveth 
Her household to tend. 

Ill huswifery wanteth, 
With spending too fast: 
Good huswifery canteth 
The longer to last. 

HI huswifery easeth 
Herself with unknown : 
Good huswifery pleaseth 
Herself with her own. 

Ill huswifery brooketh 
Mad toys in her head : 
Good huswifery looketh, 
That all things be fed. 

Ill huswifery bringeth 
A shilling to naught : 
Good huswifery singeth — 
Her coffers full fraught. 

Ill huswifery rendeth. 
And casteth aside : 
Good huswifery mendeth, 
Else would it go wide. 

Ill huswifery sweepeth, 
Her linen to gage : 
Good huswifery keepeth, 
. To serve her in age. 
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28 FOE MEN A PEEFECT WAENING, 

111 huswifery crayeth 
In secret to borrow : 
Good huswifery saveth 
To-day, for to-morrow. 

Ill huswifery pineth, 
(Not having to eat,) 
Good huswifery dineth, 
With plenty of meat. 

Good huswife good fame hath of best in the town ; 
111 huswife ill name hath of every clown. 

Thu8 endeth the Book of Hmwiftry, 



FOR MEN A PERFECT WARNING, 

WHAT CHILD SHALL COME BY LEARNING. 

All you that fain would learn the perfect way. 
To have your child in music something seen ; 

Ask Nature first, what thereto she doth say. 
Ere further suit ye make to such a queen : 

For doubtless grossum caput is not he, 

Of whom the learned Muses seen will be. 

Once tried, that Nature trim hath done her part. 
And lady Music, far in love withal, 

Be wise, who first doth teach thy child that art, 
Lest homely breaker mar fine ambling Ball. 

Not rode in mad-brain's hand is that can help. 

But gentle skill doth make the proper whelp. 
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WHAT CHILD SHALL COME BT LEABNINO. 29 

Where choice is hard, count good for well a fine, 
Skill, mixt with will, is he that teacheth hest ; 

Let this suffice for teaching child of thine, 
Chuse quickly well, for all the lingering rest. 

Mistaught at first, how seldom proyeth well ! 

Trim taught (O God) how shortly doth excel ! 

Although as ships must tarry wind and tide, 
And perfect hours abide their stinted time : 

So likewise, though of learning daily tried. 

Space must be had, ere wit may thereto climb ; 

Yet easy steps and perfect way to trust. 

Doth cause good speed, confess of force we must. 

Thus in the child, though wit enough we find. 
And teacher good, near hand, or other where ; 

And time as apt, as may be thought with mind. 
Nor cause in such thing much to doubt or fear : 

Yet cocking Mams, and shifting Dads from schools, 

Make pregnant wits to prove unlearned fools. 

Ere learning come, to have first art thou taught. 
Apt learning child, apt time that thing to frame; 

Apt cunning man to teach, else all is naught. 
Apt parents, glad to bring to pass the same. 

On such apt ground, the Muses love to build. 

This lesson learn : — adieu else, learned child. 
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30 DESCBIFTION OP A WOMAN'S AGE. 



% THE DESCRIPTION OF A WOMAN'S AGE, 

BY SIX TIMES FOURTEEN YEARS 'PRENTICESHIP, WITH A 
LESSON TO THE SAME. 

14. Two first seyen years, for a rod they do whine, 
28. Two next as a pearl in the world they do shine. 
42. Two next trim beauty beginneth to swerve, 
56. Two next for matrons or drudges they serve. 
70. Two next doth crave a staflf for a stay, 
84. Two next a bier to fetch them away. 



Then purchase some pelf. 

By fifty and three : 
Or buckle thyself, 

A drudge for to be. 

% CERTAIN TABLE LESSONS. 

At dinner and supper, the table doth crave 
Good fellowly neighbour good manners to have. 
Advise thee well therefore, ere tongue be too free 
Or slapsauce be noted, too saucy to be. 

If any thing wanteth, or seemeth amiss, I* 
To call for, or shew it, good manner it is ; 
But busy fault-finder, and saucy withal, 
Is roister like ruffian, no manner at all. 

Some cutteth the napkin, some trenchers will nick; 

Some sheweth like folly in many a trick : 

Let such apish body, so toying at meat. 

Go toy with his noddy, like ape in the street. 
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f LESSONS FOR WAITING SERVANTS. 

One diligent serviture, skilful to wait, 
More comelieth thy table, than other some eight, 
That stand for to listen, or gazing about, 
Not minding their duty, within or without. 

Such waiter is faulty, that standeth so by. 
Unmindful of service, forgetting his eye. 

Good serviture weigheth (once dinner begun) 
What asketh attendance, and what to be done : 
So purchasing master a praise with the best. 
Gets praise to himself, both of master and guest. 



^ HUSBANDLY POSIES FOR THE HALL. 

FfiiEND, here I dwell, and here I have a little worldly 

pelf, 
Which on my friend I keep to spend, as well as on 

myself. 

Whatever fare you hap to find, take welcome for the 

best, 
That having then, disdain thou not, for wanting of the 

rest. 

Backbiting talk, that flattering blabs, know wily how 

to blenge. 
The wise doth note, the friend doth hate, the* en'my 

will revenge. 
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32 F0SIB8 FOB THE FABLOUB. 

The wise will spend, or giye or lend, yet keep to have 

in store, 
If fools may have from hand to mouth, they pass upon 

no more. 

Where ease is sought, at length we see, there plenty 

waxeth scant. 
Who careless live, go borrow must, or else full often 

want. 

The world doth think the wealthy man is he that least 

shall need. 
But true it is, the godly man is he that best shall speed. 



% POSIES FOR THE PARLOUR. 

As hatred is the serpent's noisome rod; 
So friendship is the loving gift of God. 

The drunken friend is friendship very evil; 
The frantic friend is friendship for the devil. 

The quiet friend, all one in word and deed. 
Great comfort is, like ready gold at need. 

With brawling fools, that wraul for every wrong. 
Firm friendship never can continue long. 

In time that man shall seldom friendship miss. 
That weigh'th what thing, touch kept in friendship, is. 

Oft times a friend is got with easy cost, 
Which used evil is oft as quickly lost. 
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Hast thou a friend, as heart may ^ish, Ht will ? 
Then use him so, to hai^e his friendship still. 

Wouldst have a friend ? Wouldst know what friend 

is best? 
Have God thy friend, who passeth all the rest. 



t POSIES FOR THINE OWN BEDCHAMBER. 

What wisdom more, what better life, than pleaseth 

God to send ? 
What worldly goods, what longer use, than pleaseth 

God to lend ? 

What better fare than well content, agreeing with 

thy wealth ? 
What better guest than trusty friend, in sickness and 

in health ? 

What better bed than conscience good, to pass the 

night with sleep ? 
What better work than daily care from sin thyself 

to keep? 

What better thought than think on God, and daily 

Him to serve } 
What better gift than to the poor, that ready be to 

sterve? 

What greater praise of God and man, than mercy for 

to shew ? 
Who merciless shall mercy find, that mercy shews to 

few? 

PABX II. J} 
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34 PBIKCIPAL PQIKTS OF RELIGIOK. 

What worse despair than loath to die, for fear to go 

toheU? 
What greater faith than trust in God, through Christ 

in heaven to dwell? 

% PRINCIPAL POINTS OF RELIGION. 

To pray to God continually. 
To learn to know Him rightfully ; 
To honour God in Trinity, 
The Trinity in Unity, 
The Father in His majesty, 
The Son in His humanity, 
The Holy Ghost's benignity. 
Three Persons, one in Deity ; 
To serve Him always holily, 
To ask Him all thing needfully. 
To praise Him in all company. 
To love Him alway heartily. 
To dread Him alway christianly, 
To ask Him mercy penitently. 
To trust Him alway faithfully, 
To obey Him alway willingly, 
To abide Him alway patiently. 
To thank Him alway thankfully ; 
To live here alway virtuously. 
To use thy neighbour honestly, 
To look for death still presently, 
To help the poor in misery, 
To hope for Heaven's felicity, 
To have faith, hope, and charity, 
To count this life but vanity. 
Be points of Christianity. 
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f THE AUTHOR'S BELIEF, 

This is my stedfast creed, my faith, and all my trust» 
That m the heavens there is a God, most mighty, 

mild, and just : 
A God ahove all gods, a King ahove all kings, 
The Lord of lords, chief Governor of heaven and 

earthly things. 

That power hath of life and death, of heaven and of hell, 
That all things made, as pleaseth Him, so wonderful 

to tell ; 
That made the hanging skies, so deqkt with divers 

lights, 
Of darkness made the cheerful days, and all our 

restful nights. 

That clad this earth with herh, with trees, and sun- 
dry fruits. 

With heast, with bird, with wild and tarae, of strange 
and sundry suits ; 

That intermixt the same with mines like veins of ore,- 

Of silver, gold, of precious stones, and treasui-es many 
more. 

That joined brooks to dales, to hills fresh water 

springs, 
With rivers sweet along the meads, to profit many 

things : 
That made the hoary frosts, the flaky snows so trim, 
The honey dews, the blustering winds, to serve as 

pleaseth Him. 
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36 THE AITTHOB*S BELIfiF. 

That made the surg^g seas in course to ehh and flow. 
That skilful man, with sailing ship, might travel to, 

and fro ; 
And stored so the same, for man*s unthankful sake. 
That every nation under hea^n might thereby profit 

take. 

That gave to man a soul, with reason how tb live. 
That dolh to him and all things else, his blessings. 

daily gfive : 
That is not seen, yet seeth, how man doth run his race. 
Whose daily works, both good and bad, stand known 

before his face. 

That sendeth thundering claps, like terrors out of hell. 

That man may know a God there is, and iA the hea- 
vens doth dwell ; 

That sendeth threatening plagues, to keep our lives 
in awe. 

His benefits if we forget, or do contemn His law. 

That daily hateth sin, that loveth virtue well. 
And is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel ; 
That doth displeasure take, when we His laws offend. 
And yet amidst His heavy wrath. Hip mercy doth 
extend. 

This is the Lord of Hosts, the Father of us att. 
The Maker of whatever was made, my God on whom 

I call; 
Which for the love of man, sent down His only Son, 
Begot of Him before the worlds were any whit begun. 
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This entered Mary's womb, as faith affirmeth 6ur$, 
Conceived by the Holy Ghost, bom of that Virgin pure : 
This was both God and man, of J^ews the hoped King, 
And lived here, save only sin, like man in every thing. 

This is that Virgin*s child, that same most holy Priest, 
The Lamb of God, the Prophet gi-eat, whom Scrip- 
ture calleth Christ : 

This, that Messias was, of whom the prophet spake. 
That should tread down the serpent's head, and our 
atonement make. 

This, Judas did betray, to false dissembling Jews, 
Which unto Pilate, being Judge, did falsely Him accuse ; 
Who, through that wicked judge and of those Jews' 

despite. 
Condemned and tormented was, with all the force 

they might. 

To living wight more evil, what could such wretches do? 
More piercing wounds, more bitter pains, than they 

did put Him to ? 
They crowned Him with thorn, that was the King 

of kings. 
That sought to save the soul of maii, above all 

worldly things. 

This was that Pascal Lamb, whose love for us so stood. 
That on the Mount of Calvary for us did shed His blood; 
Where hanging on the cross, no shame He did forsake. 
Till death given Him, by piercing spear, an end of 
life did make. 
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This, Joseph seeing dead, the body thence did crave. 
And took it forthwith from the cross, and laid it in 

his grave : 
Down thence he went to hell in using there His will, 
His power I mean, his slained corpse in tomb remain- 
ing still. 

From death to life again the third day He did rise. 
And seen on earth to His elect, times oft in sundry wise ; 
And after into heaven ascend He did in sight. 
And sitteth on the right hand there of God the 
Father of might : 

Where for us wretches all, His Father He doth pray, 
To have respect unto His death, and put our sins away ; 
From thence with sounded trump, which noise all 

flesh shall dread. 
He shall return with glory again, to judge the quick 

and dead. 

Then shall that voice be heard, "Come, come, ye 

good to Me," 
" Hence, hence to hell, you workers evil, where pain 

shall ever be !" 
This is that loving Christ, whom I my Saviour call. 
And only put my trust in Him, and in none else at all. 

In God the Holy Ghost I firmly do believe. 
Which from the Father and the Son, a blessed life 
doth give; 
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Which by the prophets spake, which doth all comfort send, 
Which I do trust shall be my guide, when this my 
life shall end. 



A Holy Catholic Church, on earth, I grant there is. 
And those who frame their lives by that, shall never 

do amiss : 
The head whereof is Christ, His Word the chiefest post. 
Preserver of this temple great is God the Holy Ghost. 

I do not doubt there is a multitude of Saints, 

More good is done resembling them, than shewing 

them our plaints : 
Their faith and works in Christ that glory them did give, 
Which glory we shall likewise have, if likewise we do live. 

At God of heaven there is forgiveness of our sins. 
Through Christes death, through faith in it, and 

through no other gins : 
If we repentant here, His mercy daily crave. 
Through steadfast hope and faith in Christ, forgive- 
ness we shall have. 



I hope and trust, upon the rising of the flesh. 

This corpse of mine that first must die, shall rise 

again afresh : 
The soul and body even then in one shall joined be. 
As Christ did rise from death to life, even so through 

Christ shall we. 
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As Christ is glorified, and never more shall die, 

.As Christ ascended inta heaven, through Christ even 

so shall I. . ^ ■ . - 

As Christ I count my head, and I a member of His, 
So God I trust, for Cbristes sake,shaU settle me in bliss. 

Thus here we learn of God, that there be Persons three. 
The Father, Son, the Holy Ghost, one God in Trinity. 
In substance all like one — one God,^one Lord, one might. 
Whose persons yet we do divide, and so we may 
by right. 

'As God the Father is the Maker of us all, ' 
So God the Son Redeemer is, to whom for help we call ; 
And God the Holy Ghost the soul of man doth win, 
By moving her to wail for grace, ashamed of her sin. 

This is that God of gods, whom eveiy soul should lave. 
Whom all men's hearts should quake with feai*, His 

wrath on them to move. 
That this same mighty God, above all other chief. 
Shall save my soul from doleful hell, is all my whole 

belief. 



♦ 
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t OF THE OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD, 

AND DEBILITY OF MAN. 

O God ! thou glorious God, what God is like to Thee ! 
What life, what strength, is like to thine, as all the 

world may see ! 
The heaven, the earth, the seas, and all Thy works 

therein, 
Do shew (to whom Thou wouldst to know) what Thou 

hast ever been. 

But all the thoughts of man are bent to wretched evil, 
Manxioth commit idolatry, bewitched of the devil. 
What evil is left undone, where man may have his will ? 
Man ever was an hypocrite, and so continues still. 

What daily watch is made, the soul of man to flea. 
By Lucifer, by Belzebub, Mammon, and Asmode ? 
In devilish pride, in wrath, in coveting too much. 
In fleshly lust, the time is spent — the life of man is such. 

The joy that man hath here is as a spark of fire. 
His acts be like the smouldering smoke, himself like 

dirt and mire: 
His strength even as a reed, his age much like the flower, 
His breath or life is but a puiF, uncertain every hour. 

But for the Holy Ghost, and for His gifts of grace, 
The death of Christ, Thy mercy great, man were in 

woful case. 
O grant us, therefore. Lord, t*amend that is amiss. 
And when from hence we do depart, to rest with Thee 

in bliss. - . 
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f Eleemostna prodest homini in vita, in morte, et 

POST MORTEM. 



OUT OF 8T. AUGUSTINE. 

Fob only love of God, more Christian-like to live. 
And for a zeal to help the poor, thine almes daily give. 
Let gift no glory look, nor evil possess thy mind. 
And for a truth, these profits three, through almes 
shalt thou find. 



First, here the Holy Ghost shall daily through His grace. 
Provoke thee to repentant life, God^s mercy to embrace. 

Of goods and friends (by death) when thou thy leave 

must take, 
Thine almes deeds shall clasp thy soul, and never it 

forsake. 

When God shall after death call soon for thine account. 
Thine almes then, through faith in Christ, shall all 

things else surmount. 
But yet for any deed, put thou no trust therein. 
But put thy trust in God (through Christ) to pardon 

thee thy sin. 
For else, as cackUng hen with noise bewrays her nest. 
Even so go thou^ and blaze thy deeds, and lose thou 

all the rest. 
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t MALUS HOMO. 

OUT OF 8T. AUGUSTINE. 

Of naughty man I read, two sundry things are meant, 
Th'one is man, th'other naught, which ought him to 

repent. 
The man we ought to love, because of much therein. 
The evil in him, we ought to hate, even as a filthy sin. 
So doth thy daily sins the heavenly Lord ofi*end. 
But when thou dost repent the same, His wrath is at 

an end. 



t OF TWO SORTS OF MEN, THE ONE GOOD, 
AND THE OTHER BAD. 

OUT OF ST. AUGUSTINE. 

Since first the world began, there was and shall be still. 
Of human kind, two sundry sorts, th'one good, and 

th'other ill; 
Which till the judgment day, shall here together dwell. 
But then the good shall up to heaven, the bad shall 

down to hell. 



DIABOLO CUM RESISTITUR, EST UT FORMICA : CUM yERO*EJUS 
8UOGESTIO RECIPITUR, FORTIS EST UT LEO. 

OUT OP ST. AUGUSTINE. 

When Satan we resist, a pismire shall he be. 

But when we seem to give him place, a lion then is he. 
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f BIGHT OP ST. BARNARD'S VERSES, IN ENGLISH. 

Why 80 triumphs the world, in pomp and glory vain. 
Whose state so happy thought, so fickle doth remain r 
Whose hravery slippery stands, and doth so soon decay. 
As doth the potter's pan, compact of brittle clay. 

More credit see thou give to letters wrote in ice. 
Than unto vain deceits of brittle world's device : 
In gifts to virtue due, beguiling many one, 
Yet those same never have long time to hope upon. 

To false dissembling men, more trust is to be had. 
Than to the prosperous state of wretched world,so bad : 
What with voluptuousness, and other raaddish toys, 
False studies won with pain, false vanities and joys. 

Tell where is Salamon, that once so noble was ? 

Or where now Samson is, in strength whom none 

could pass ? 
Or worthy Jonathas, that prince so lovely bold ? 
Or fair Absolon, so goodly to behold ? 

Shew whither is Caesar gone, that conquered far and neai- ? 
Or that rich famous carl, so given to belly cheer ? 
Shew where is Tully now, for eloquence so fit ? 
Or Arietoteles, of such a pregnant wit ? 

O thou fit bait for worms ! O thou great heap of dust ! 
O dew ! O vanity ! why so eztoU'st thy lust ? 
Thou therefore ignorant what time thou hast to live. 
Do good to every man, while here thou hast to give. 
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How short a feast (to count) is this same world's 

renown? 
Such as men's shadows be, such joys it brings to town ; 
Which always plucketh us from God's eternal bliss. 
And leadeth man to hell, a just reward of his. 

The bravery of this world, esteemed here so much. 
In Scripture likened is to flower of grass and such. 
Like as the leaf so light, which wind abroad doth 

blow. 
So doth this worldly life the life of man bestow. 
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